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ANSWERING THE CALL — The annual Southern Cross 
vocations supplement begins on page 20 and includes 
articles by local youths exploring the world of 
vocations, national stories on vocations and an 
interview with a seminary secretary. 


Charismatics hope for 
greater Church acceptance 


By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Catholic charismatics hope 
greater acceptance by the ‘‘official Church’’ will result 
from an international retreat they will sponsor at the 
Vatican Oct. 5-9 for priests from around the world, said a 
spokesman for International Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Office. 


The retreat will be aimed at sparking a “‘trend for 


holiness’? among priests, said the chairman of the 
charismatic organization, Redemptorist Father Tom 
Forrest. 


MORE THAN 4,400 priests from 101 countries were 
expected to attend. 

The retreat is to be held at the Vatican’s Pope Paul 
VI audience hall as part of efforts to improve the image of 
the charismatic renewal, said Jesuit Father Edward 
Doherty, spokesman for the international renewal office. 


‘‘We want more and more into the mainline of the 
Church,”’ he said. ‘‘We’re looking for a blessing from the 
official Church on the charismatic renewal,’’ Father 
Doherty said. 

HE ALSO said that the international office of the 
charismatic renewal was moved from Belgium to Rome in 
1981 for the same reason. 

The scheduled: speakers include Pope John Paul II; 
Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, head of the Vatican 
Congregation for Bishops; Cardinal Silvio Oddi, head of 
the Vatican Congregation for Clergy; and Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta, India. 

More than one-third of the priests registered are from 
Third World countries. Their participation was 
underwritten by a $1 million donation from a wealthy 
member of the charismatic renewal from the Netherlands. 
From the United States, 1,000 priests were to participate. 

FATHER DOHERTY said that the retreat, based on 
the theme, ‘‘A Call to Hholiness,’’ is aimed at 
emphasizing the Mass and the sacrament of 
reconciliation. 

He said the public portions of the retreat will be 
relatively moderate in their charismatic nature. Such 
phenomena as “‘resting in the Spirit’? — when an 
individual passes out during prayer — would not be a 
part of the Masses, he said. ‘‘It causes confusion,’ he 
said. 

Father Forrest said that ‘‘the trend for the hula hoop, 
the Rubik’s Cube, blue jeans and the Lady Di look can 
sweep the world. What we need now on a far higher level 
is a trend among priests back to the image of holiness.”’ 


THE IMAGE, he said, comes not from ““pious 
posturing, but the real thing: a real life of prayer, a real 
hatred of sin and all the harm it causes, and a real laying 
down of our lives for the poor and needy, coupled with the 
crucifixion of being brother to the annoyingly sinful.”’ 


Pulpit and politics debate refuses to die 


Paul Conrad, L.A. Times cartoonist, 
accused of committing sacrilege 


LOS ANGELES (NC) — The Tidings, newspaper for 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, condemned a Los Angeles 
Times cartoon by Pulitzer Prize editorial cartoonist Paul 
Conrad which depicts a bishop elevating a Reagan 
campaign button as he would a consecrated host at Mass. 


The Tidings’ front page editorial criticized the Times 
for the cartoon, which, the editorial said, ‘‘lampooned the 
Eucharist.”’ 


ALTHOUGH THE Sept. 21 editorial was titled ““The 
Time’s Excess’’ and opened with a definition of sacrilege, 
it did not specifically accuse the Times or Conrad, who is 
Catholic, of committing it. 

‘““The Times has lampooned the Eucharist. It has 
intentionally treated the sacred disrespectfully. Its editors 
should know they have deeply offended the Catholic 
community,’ the editorial said. 

‘“Catholics understand that not everyone-has the faith, 
that not everyone believes the ‘sacred reality of the 
Eucharist. Catholics do, however, have a right to expect 
that their beliefs and sanctities will be respected.” 


TIDINGS MANAGING editor and editorial writer Al 
Antczak said he did not avoid accusing anyone of 
sacrilege, but said, ‘‘I think the cartoon and the editorial 
speak for themselves... There’s a definition and there’s a 
cartoon and you make the decision.”’ 


The editorial defined sacrilege as ‘‘the intentional 
desecration or disrepectful treatment of a person, place, 
thing or idea held sacred.”’ 


Conrad. dismissed the criticism, and said ‘‘I disagree 
with them absolutely.”’ 


CONRAD, KNOWN for his support of the pro-life 
movement, said the cartoon was appropriate because 
Catholic bishops in the East, especially Archbishop 
Bernard F. Law of Boston, Archbishop John J. O’Connor 
of New York and Cardinal John Krol of Philadelphia, 
were ‘‘openly campaigning for Reagan.”’ 

“Tye done cartoon after cartoon against abortion. I 
have since cease-and-desisted on doing them because all 
the one-issue crazies have taken it up. Unfortunately that 
includes three bishops out East,’’ Conrad said. 

The cartoonist said he had received many critical letters 
and phone calls over the Sept. 16 cartoon. However, 
many who disappproved of the cartoon agreed with his 
message, he said. 


THE BISHOPS, he said, were endangering the 
separation of church and state and his views would 
“totally agree’? with New York Gov. Mario Cuomo’s, 
who advocates separating private beliefs from political 
action. 

According to Antczak, the bishops ‘‘are unjustly 
accused’’ of meddling. Archbishops Law and O’Connor 
recently have issued statements defending their stands on 
abortion as a clarification of Church teaching when 
politicians offered conflicting reports of the official 
Church stand. 


Boston archbishop says bishops 
are not pro-Reagan, but pro-life 
By NC News Service 


Catholic bishops’ condemnation of abortion is not 
intended as support for President Reagan but is part of a 
struggle to protect an individual’s right to life, 
Archbishop Bernard F. Law of Boston said in an 
interview with The New York Times Sept. 23. 


The archbishop is one of several Catholic prelates who 
have condemned abortion. In a statement by New 
England bishops, he and other Church leaders recently 
described abortion as the critical issue facing the public in 
1984. 


REAGAN HAS often publicly espoused the pro-life 
cause, in contrast to his Democratic opponents. 


‘‘Whoever is elected in November is going to be 
someone who on some issues is going to find the bishops 
supportive and some issues is going to find the bishops a 
bit of a thorn in their side,’’ he said. 


His comments on abortion are “‘not a political strategy 
to elect someone or to defeat someone,’’ Archbishop Law 
said. Rather, he said, he had strongly criticized abortion 
in his March 24 installation homily, before abortion had 
become a major campaign issue. 


‘IF I don’t seize every opportunity to try to raise the 
level of public debate, then it is I who am guilty,’’ he said. 


As other pro-lifers have done, he compared the fight to 
ban abortion to the 19th-century abolitionist effort to end 
slavery. 


‘Tt would have been the same thing in 1850 in terms of 
the abolitionist movement if those great Protestant 
ministers who led the movement had not been persistent 
in the face of great opposition,’’ the archbishop said. 
‘‘They would have been morally reprehensible. I think 
that is a risk one has to take.” 


Please turn to page 6 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


RESPECT LIFE — The annual Respect Life Sunday is October 7, but the pro-life effort is a year-round task in San 
Diego. Once a month a group led by Father Martin McGovern (above) gathers to pray the rosary and.peacefully 
demonstrate outside of Dr. Edward Alired’s abortion clinic on Alvarado Road. A special Respect Life supplement 


begins on page 7 of Southern Cross. 


a 


Briefs 


PASTORAL POLICY — In assigning 
pastors to parishes, U.S. bishops can adopt 
six-year renewable terms of office, says a new 
Vatican-approved policy for the United States. 
The new policy, effective immediately, will 
require dioceses with different limited-term 
policies to change them to conform with the 
nationwide policy. 


PRAISED — Pope John Paul II praised 
Benedictine monastic life and asked 
Benedictines to lead people to Christ through 
the example of their lives. ‘‘Your monasteries 
are the places where, for the first time, you 
have gotten to know Christ and where you 
constantly have him as a guest and 
companion,’’ he said at a meeting of the 
Benedictine Confederation. 


‘GENTLE REVOLUTION’ — Catholics 
can radically change society through love, 
Archbishop Edward McCarthy of Miami said 
in a pastoral letter beginning a year of Love 
and Witness in the archdiocese. ‘‘We can 
incite a gentle but powerful revolution 
sweeping aside greed, consumerism, 
secularism and materialism,’’ he said in a 
7,500-word pastoral letter printed in The 
Voice, the archdiocesan weekly there. 


RESISTANCE URGED — Cardinal Basil 
Hume has urged the British government to 
resist pressure from South African officials to 
hand over six leading opponents of South 
Africa’s racial policies. They have taken refuge 
in the British Consulate in Durban, South 
Africa, to escape arrest. The archbishop also 
asked the British government to stop 
pressuring the six men to leave the consulate 
voluntarily. 


‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL’ — A federal 
judge has declared unconstitutional a 1982 
Kentucky law which sought to require parental 
consent for a minor to obtain an abortion. 
Judge Charles M. Allen of the U.S. District 
Court in Louisville ruled that other provisions 
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in the 1982 law were unconstitutional as well, 
such as the provision for mandatory 
notification of the husband before the wife had 
an abortion. 


AGRICULTURE AID — Government 
and Catholic Church leaders in Poland have 
reached a provisional agreement on the legal 
structure for a’‘Church-run fund to aid private 
agriculture in the country, a Church 
spokesman said. A source close to the Church 
negotiators was quoted in news reports as 
saying the agreement ‘‘means that the fund is 
guaranteed full independence from any bodies 
other than the Church bodies.’ The accord 
came after the two parties agreed July 25 to 
allow the Catholic Church to run a farm fund. 


NEW LEADER? — The Rev. Arie R. 
Brouwer, former general secretary of the 
Reformed Church in America, was the choice 
of a search committee seeking a new general 
secretary for the National Council of 
Churches. Claire Randall, a Presbyterian 
laywoman who had held the post since 1974, 
announced that she did not wish to continue 
after her current term, which ends Dec. 31. 
Dr. Brouwer’s name will: be placed in 
nomination when the NCC governing board 
holds its regular semi-annual meeting in New 
Brunswick, N.J., Nov. 7-10. 


_ DIED — Retired Bishop Paul Leonard 
Hagarty of Nassau, Bahamas, died Sept. 22 at 
the age of 75 at St. John’s Abbey, in 
Collegeville, Minn., where he had lived since 
his retirement in 1981. Bishop Hagarty, a 
native of Iowa, was to be buried in Nassau, 
where he served for nearly 45 years. He was 
known for advocating groups that helped the 
poor and for ‘‘quiet,’’ personal charity on 
behalf of the poor, said Msgr. Preston Moss, 
the bishop’s vicar general from 1974 to 1981. 


NEW STAMPS — When the Postal 
Service issues two new Christmas stamps Oct. 
30, one will be remembered at the National 
Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., and the 
other at a Catholic elementary school in 
Jamaica, N.Y. Danny LaBoccetta, a fourth 
grader at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
elementary school, beat out half a million 
other entrants in 1982 to win the first 
nationwide student stamp design project 
sponsored by the U.S. Postal Service: The 
boy’s design features a smiling Santa Claus 
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carrying a sack of toys. The traditional stamp, 
by Fra Filippo Lippi, depicts Mary and the 
baby Jesus. 


INSTALLED — Jesuit Father Joseph A. 
O’Hare urged .the Fordham University 
community to be more involved in New York 
City problems during his formal installation as 
31st president of the Jesuit institution. He 
bestowed an honorary doctor of laws degree on 


Archbishop John J. O’Connor of New York ~ 


during the installation. Father O’Hare, 53, is 
former editor of America, a Jesuit-run national 
Catholic magazine. 


ISIDORE. PRAISED — Pope John Paul II 
praised newly-beatified Isidore de Loor, a 
Passionist brother, Oct. 1, during an audience 


with about 400 Passionist priests who were . 


among those celebrating the Sept. 30 
beatification of Brother Isidore. He said the 
brother is a model not only for Passionists but 
for other Religious and for the entire people of 
God. Southern Cross will have a story next 
week on a local woman who is a cousin of the 


- brother. 


‘NEW VISION’ NEEDED — Chicago’s 
religious leaders have vowed to work toward a 
“‘new vision’’ for the city which rejects racism 
and stresses a reconciled, united community. 
The interfaith statement, issued by Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin of Chicago and signed by 18 
other religious leaders, was responding to a 
‘‘serious divisiveness’ and ‘‘tragic schism’’ 
within the city. Racial tensions in Chicago 
have grown since the election in 1983 of the 
city’s first black mayor, Harold Washington. 
Since he took office Washington has been in 
constant dispute with the city council. 


FAITH ‘STRONGER’ — 
Czechoslovakian Catholics have strengthened 
their faith despite the restrictions of the 
Communist government, said Pope John Paul 


II. The pope, in a speech to seminarians of ° 


Czechoslovakian descent, criticized the 
government for placing restrictions on the 
Church which have resulted in a lack of priests 
and the absence of a resident bishop in most of 
the country’s 12 dioceses. 


Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Wednesday, Oct. 10, 9:30 a.m., San Diego, 
Kolbe Center, Presbyteral Council meeting. 


Father Peter M. Escalante, 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 

Saturday, Oct. 6, 8a.m.-4 p.m., El Centro, 
Fifth’ Imperial Valley Congress, Central 
Union High School. j 

Wenesday, Oct. 10, 9:30 a.m., San Diego, 
Kolbe Center, Presbyterian Council meeting. 


‘TOO SIMPLE’ — A major problem in 
understanding liberation theology is that it is 
often presented in ‘‘simplified and simplistic 
formulas’’ through newspaper articles, leaflets 
and homilies, said a page one editorial in the 
Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano. 


HELP NEEDED — Amerasian children 
need special help to adjust to thier new lives in 
the United States, Don Hohl, associate 
director of the U.S. Catholic Conference 
Office of Migration and Refugee Services, 
said. Amerasians, children of Asian mothers 
and American fathers, are called ‘‘children of 
the dust’’ in Vietnam and are outcasts in most 
Asian societies, Hohl told a regional MRS 
conference in Atlanta. 


SACRAMENTAL STUDY — A series on 
the sacraments carried by the National 
Catholic Register is the basis for a study guide 
published by Twin Circle Publishing 
Company. Most of the 35-page booklet is an 
edited reprint of the newspaper series, said 
Regsiter editor Francis X. Maier. The booklet 
can be ordered at 1-800-821-8153 in California 
or at 1-800-421-3230 elsewhere in the United 
States. 


Michael G. Kielty 


MB 76.S. (bond; FACS FACOG RCS. 
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Happy Catholics 
Lallys work tirelessly 


By Susan Nowak 


LA MESA — A husband and wife from Our Lady of 
Grace who seem to work tirelessly for their parish 
remember years at a time when they were unable to 
devote their energies to the Church. 


Janet Lally, who says she is not only happy to be 
Catholic but ‘‘privileged’’ to be a member of the Church, 
did not donate much time to her parish when she had 
children at home or when her ailing parents lived with 


her. 


SHE WAS also less involved in the Church in the early 
days of her marriage when her husband, Arthur, was a 
Protestant. 

Now, the Lallys are Eucharistic ministers, visit 
convalescent homes, lead the RENEW telephone 
committee for Our Lady of Grace and are involved in 
Marriage Encounter and the Cursillo movement. 

‘The Lallys are retired and are in their 60s. Some 
fellow parishioners tell them they worry about the two 
pushing themselves too hard. 

ART AND Janet are inspired, they said, by the 
examples of service they see in the priests, Religious and 
laity of their East County parish. 

They met at a going-away party held in their 
hometown, Lawrence, Mass. Art, who eventually served 
26 years in the Navy, was home on leave for only a short 
time. They wrote to one another for three years while he 
was overseas. 

They became serious about their relationship when he 
was stationed nearby in Maine. Before he left Maine they 
were married in the Catholic priest’s rectory in Lawrence. 
(A non-Catholic. could not be married in a Catholic 
church then, Mrs. Lally said.) 


ART USUALLY went ‘to services with his 
congregation and then joined Janet and their two 
daughters for Mass. He converted to Catholicism and 
surprised his family by taking Communion for the first 
time at his daughter’s wedding in 1971. 

“T just felt I was alone. I wanted to be closer to the 
family,’ he said. He also desired to find a church 
relationship that would bring him closer to people, he 
added. 


“He found ‘‘a family’’ at Our Lady of Grace and wishes 
he would have converted sooner, he said. 


“J DON’T think we realized what we were missing | 


until Art became a Catholic,’’ Janet said. They pray 
together, work in union at the parish and attended a 
Marriage Encounter. 


Preaching workshop, 


SAN DIEGO — Catholic priests have poor self-images 
as preachers even though many of them do a ‘‘very good 
job’’ from the pulpit, a seminary homiletics teacher said. 


Father Michael Roebert, director of St. John’s 
Seminary field education program, is scheduled to deliver 
the keynote address tonight at 8 at ‘*Proclaiming the 
Gospel in the 80’s,’’ a workshop at the First United 
Methodist Church in Mission Valley. 


THE OCTOBER 4-5 workshop is sponsored by the 
San Diego County Ecumenical Conference and the San 
Diego Evangelical Association. 

The state of Catholic preaching ‘‘is not as bleak as we 
think,’’ Father Roebert said in a telephone interview. He 
admitted Protestant ministers have a better reputation in 
homiletics. However, even if some would say Catholic 
preachers are not great, ‘‘the effectiveness is there.”’ 


He will talk tonight on ‘‘Critical Issues in Preaching 
Today’’ and will take part in presentations on Oct. 5 as 
well. 


HOMILISTS WILL be asked by Father Roebert to 
look at these critical issues facing their followers: 
measuring one’s personal worth on material success; 
stewardship in the world, including facing the realities of 
the environment and nuclear power; honoring the poor; 
the ability to understand the world — ‘Can they see 
God’s marriage to the world?”’ 

He will also challenge preachers to ask themselves if 
people can be moved to pity and if they can be persuaded 
to ‘‘pity and bending of the heart.”’ 

More information on the workshop is available at 
296-4557. 


ALCALA PARK — University of San Diego trustee 
and chairman of Pacific Scene, Tawfiq Khoury and his 
wife, Richel, have made a $100,000 donation to name a 
room in the proposed University Center at USD in honor 
of his mother, Margarita Khoury. It is the first room 
named in the 70,000-square-foot student and faculty 
center. 


“Tf | hadn’t had my faith there were times I think I 
might have gone out of my mind,”’ Mrs. Lally said. She 
cared for her father in her home while he suffered with 
cancer. : 

Her father’s legs sometimes would not support him, 
Mrs. Lally said. His legs gave out once when she was 
helping him in the bathroom. There was no one to call to 
for help. She was afraid to try to carry him, fearing if she 
dropped him his head would slam against one of the many 
sharp surfaces in the narrow bathroom. 


She was able to sit her father down. Mrs. Lally walked 
to her bedroom and asked the Lord to take the pain from 
her arthritic hands and to strengthen her hands and her 
father’s legs. She asked God why He had forsaken her. 


WHEN SHE returned she found she could lift her 
father and his legs were able to support himself long 
enough to get to the wheelchair. 

Mrs. Lally returned to her bedroom and thanked God 
and asked His forgiveness for doubting Him. | 

“There were: times when I felt I couldn’t go on 
anymore,”’ she said. Memories of feeling ‘‘unable to do 
anything for him”’ still fill her mind. 


‘“WHEN GOD gives you something He’s given it to 
you for a reason,”’ Mrs. Lally said. He may give a trial to 
someone because He wants them to spend more time with 
Him, she said. ‘‘I don’t think anyone really spends too 
much time with Him,’’ she added. 


Art describes himself as someone who does not worry 
much. Confidence in Christ is the cause of his easygoing 
demeanor, he said. 


“I knew I could depend on Him to do whatever was 
necessary,’ Mr. Lally said. 


THEY PLACE trust in the intercessory power of 
saints. Mr. Lally turns to St. Therese and St. Joseph and 
Mrs. Lally asks Mary for her intercession. 


Love and sharing are the answers to the world’s ills, 
Janet said. ‘‘I think if there were more sharing about God 
than immaterial things then there would be less trouble in 
the world...the world is in chaos. People are turning away 
from God,’’ she said. 


RENEW could help in the process of turning the world 
around, she said. ‘‘We’re very excited about that 
(RENEW). We wish we could express enough to people 
how much they are missing.’” RENEW is a way to meet 
others, prayer together, share feelings and spread love 
around, she added. 


OLA Love Boat and Folk Faire planned locally 


Groundbreaking for. the $9 million center is projected 
for summer 1985. 


KHOURY SAID his mother continually er:phasized 
the importance of education to her children when they 
were young. Naming a room for her will serve as a lasting 
tribute to her belief, he said. 


A native of Cuba, Margarita Khoury, 75, formerly 
lived in Palestine with her husband and four children. For 
years she worked as a sorority house mother at the 
University of Michigan. She is a member of St. Vincent 
de Paul parish. 


SAN DIEGO — ‘‘The OLA Love Boat’’ with ‘‘Capt. 
Ned Brockhaus’’ will be the site of a birthday party for 
Ruth Marie Barreda, who has worked eight years for Our 
Lady of Angels parish. 


The Love Boat, which actually is the Steamship 
Berkeley, is docked next to the India at the Embarcadero. 
Rides will be provided from the church to the ship, a 
parish spokesman said. 


TIJUANA 54, a family band from Christ the King 
parish, will play soft rock ’n’ roll songs and traditional 
Mexican songs at the party. 


Barreda works with the RCIA program, RENEW, 
CCD and the youth group. Her birthday is Oct. 18, but 
the party will be held Oct. 19 from 7 to 11 p.m. For 
details, call 239-1231. 


SAN DIEGO — Over 20 of San Diego’s ethnic groups 
are scheduled to participate in Folk Faire ’84, Oct. 20-21 
at the Educational Cultural Complex, 4343 Ocean View 
Blvd. 


Blacks, Filipinos, Mexicans, Japanese, Greeks, Jews, 
Slovaks, Hawaiians and many other ethnic groups are 
slated to participate in the event. 


CATHOLIC COMMUNITY Services will bring 
representatives of the Hmong and Laotian community to 
the two-day event. 


The multi-cultural event will feature entertainment, 
food, songs, dances and crafts. It is sponsored by the San 
Diego Ecumenical Conference. 


Begun in 1972, the Folk Faire is.a celebration of the 
ethnic diversity found in San Diego County. 

HOURS FOR this year’s faire are 11 a.m.-7 p.m. A 
donation of $2 for adults and $1 for children is requested. 


RIVERSIDE — Catholic Daughters of America from 
the San Diego and San Bernardino areas will attend a 
district meeting training seminar Oct 13-14 at the 
Holiday Inn here. 

Workshop presentations will be given by many women, 
including Wanda Fernandes, state secretary. from San 
Diego, and Mildred Coffendaffer, state chairperson of 
apostolate from El Cajon. 

AMONG THE charities supported by the organization 
are Apostleship of the Sea, Project Handclasp, Covenant 
House and Meals for Millions. 


? 


CORONADO — ‘“‘Becoming You,’’ a _ one-day 
seminar by award-winning writer and speaker Clayton 
Barbeau, will be presented at Sacred Heart Church here 
October 13. 


Barbeau is a licensed family counselor with a master’s 
degree in psychology. His film series, Creating Family — 
Intimacy, Love and Sex, was shown earlier at Sacred 
Heart. He has been invited back to present an in-depth 
look at personal and family relationships. 


HIS TOPICS will include ‘‘communicating 
ourselves,’’ coping with feelings, and sex, love and 
intimacy. An introductory one-hour lecture is planned for 
Oct. 12 at 7:30 p.m. Advance registration is requested 
because seating is limited. For more information, call 


435-4807. 
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By Father Louis 
Copestake 


It may seem extravagant for a small paper such as Southern 
Cross to print an eight-page supplement. There is no doubt that 
the cost is considerable for us, but at the same time we judge the 
money to be well spent. . 


This Oct. 7 will be Respect Life Sunday in Catholic parishes 
throughout the United States. Our eight-page supplement is 
meant to enhance this observance and to remind our readers how 
basic the issue of life is. Each section of the supplement touches 
only one aspect of the issue of life; taken all together, the 
supplement speaks of a consistent ethic of life which is the most 
fundamental of the Church’s messages. Printing this supplement 
s our way of affirming the teaching of our Church. 


This is also the Southern Cross vocations issue in which we 
focus on the call to priesthood and the Religious life. I see this as 
a happy coincidence. 


To live as Jesus did is to be someone who affirms life in all its 
forms. The Lord’s ministry to the poor, the troubled, the 
mentally and physically ill and the oppressed is well known. He 
was devoted to all the ‘‘marginal’’ people of His time and they 
understood that they had a friend and liberator in this itinerant 
rabbi from Galilee. He not only served them, He identified with 
them and became part of their struggle to live a meaningful life. 


To minister in the Church, whether as clergy or as a lay 
person, is to help people have life, and have it more abundantly. 
This thrust of our work is so basic that sometimes it is obscured. 
Respect Life Sunday is the time to make this motive explicit. 


From the time of the Apostles, the Church has been involved 
in a spectrum of life-support activities. Caring for widows and 
orphans, ministering to those in slavery, educating the young, 
serving the sick, being of assistance to prisoners, ministering to 
the dying — all these works are a direct extension of the ministry 
of Jesus. 

At the same time as the Church tends to the victims of society, 
the Church labors to bring about justice so that there will be 
fewer victims in the future. It is not enough for the Church to be 
the ambulance which gathers those who are crushed by an unjust 
society. Like Jesus, the Church has a message for this world that 
it must change and become more humane and humanized. 
Therefore, for example, at the same time that we feed the hungry 
and house the homeless, we ask why our society generates these 
problems. 


Above all, the Church must take its own message to heart. In 
our internal dealings, the Church must be the home of justice. 
Otherwise, we are part of the problem rather than the solution. 
Otherwise, we are simply one more multi-national corporation. 
It is a continual struggle to avoid being conformed to the 
standards of this age, but this struggle is an essential: part of the 
Christian affirmation of life. 


We can progress toward our goal more swiftly if we keep our 
motive and our purpose in mind. The full range of our 
institutions should exist for-one person, to serve the human 
person who has been redeemed by Christ. 


It is not surprising that our efforts put us in opposition to many 

powerful individuals and groups. So it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be. Exploitation and dehumanization are 
basic tendencies. As Jesus predicted, one way in which the 
Church can know how effective it is, is by the amount of 
opposition it generates. From age to age the names and 
vocabulary of the opposition change, but their motive is the 
same. : 
In our own day, when society is so complex and problems are 
so intricately intertwined, it requires a great deal of knowledge 
before useful steps can be taken. It is encouraging to see how 
much study and forethought goes into each statement of our 
bishops’ conference, and how consistently they are speaking out 
on the issues of our times. They speak for us and also they speak 
to us, that we can continue our witness for life. 
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Letters... 
‘No good socialism’ 


In his column in the Southern Cross, 
dated Sept. 13 Msgr. George Higgins 
seemd to be a little confused as to the 
relationship of socialism and Christianity. 
The: proper function of government is 
protecting the peoples’ lives and property 
and providing justice in disputes and 
provide services where practical, such as 
roads, police and fire protection, etc. 


Probably 75 percent of our 
government’s activities consists of taking 
rights, freedom, wealth, savings and 
earnings from some. groups and giving 
services and whatever it can get away 
with to others. This-is socialism. It is 
stealing and is against the Seventh and 
Ninth Commandments. 


9 


In our ‘“‘democracy,’’ the majority of 
the voters at the polls (which could -be 
only 15 percent of the population), can 
decide which dishonest politicians should 
be. running the country. There is no 
‘‘so0d’’ socialism, just like there is no 
‘“sood’’ child molesting, prostitution, 


- pornography and abortion, no matter 


how many voters, politicians, judges or 
clergy say otherwise. 


Bernard Arendt 
San Diego 


Mrs. Patton demeaned? 

As a lay Catholic, I feel as conscience- 
bound to protest Fr. Patrick Dalton’s 
letter (S.C. 9-13) as he felt to attack 
critically Mrs. Patton for her letter (8-30). 
After re-reading both letters, I found 
Patton’s ‘‘verbiage’’ neither pointless nor 
malodorous; would that I could say the 
same for Fr. Dalton’s. 


Through use of twisted logic, Fr. 
Dalton made a point, though perhaps not 
the one he intended, because his 
whitewash for Mrs. Ferraro gives off the 
odor of scandal; certainly not the odor of 
sanctity. 

Fr. Dalton demeaned Mrs. Patton for 
expressing her stand of conscience, but 
publicly absolved Mrs. Ferraro of sin for 


her ‘‘pro-choice’’ stand, though he. 


himself called it a ‘““grave matter.’’ Why 
he categorically states that Mrs. Ferraro 
‘‘most assuredly does not give full consent 
of her will to abortions,’ I do not know; 
does he have an ‘‘inside track’’ to. her 
conscience? 


If Mrs. Ferraro does not give full 
consent to abortions, as Fr. Dalton states,. 
it surely seems like it to those who oppose 
abortion. Is there not sin in a public 
official giving implicit consent to abortion 
by supporting someone’s ‘‘choice’’ to 
break God’s law? Or is it that she does not 
give full consent to her self-claimed moral 
stand? Or is supporting someone’s choice 
to sin not.a grave matter? 


None of us can claim to know the 
conscience, whether erroneous or 
healthy, and therefore judge another’s 
guilt or innocence before God, but we can 
make judgments of whether their words 
and actions conform to God’s law and 
reject or accept the action itself. 


The ‘I personally oppose abortion,’ but 
— morality strikes me as nothing more 
than a cop-out. Catholics are accused of, 
and put down for, trying to ‘‘impose our 
morality’? upon others when we speak or 
act according to our. consciences, yet too 
many public figures claim to be 
‘‘Catholic’’ while they reject the 
teachings of the Church. (Whose morality 
is being imposed: upon me when I’m 
expected to pay taxes to support abortions 
which I oppose?) This scandalous fact 
must delight the enemies of the church. 
And how much more must they delight in 
the shame and confusion true Catholics 
feel when Catholic priests, too, reject 
Church teaching and tell us that Catholics 
can rightfully pick and choose in matters 
of doctrine and/or personal conscience. 


By now, I trust Fr. Dalton has read 
Viewpoint (S.C. 9-6); it-may clarify the 
morality issue of ‘‘free choice.’’ 

Ruth E. Augustine 
San Diego 


Please turn to page 19 


Insights 


By Father Richard 
F. Duncanson - 


The Pope and pluralism 


Pope John Paul II has traveled so frequently during his 
pontificate that papal pilgrimages have become commonplace. 
Now, when the pope leaves the Vatican, the secular media pay 
little attention, unless there are some unusual, visuals to highlight 
— like the Pope skiing in the Alps or wearing an Indian 
headdress in Canada. 


The Holy Father’s multiple speeches and homilies are rarely 
reported in any detail, and are usually summarized in negative 
terms: ‘‘The Pope restated the Church’s traditional prohibitions 
of divorce, artificial birth control, the marriage of priests and the 
ordination of women...” 


Pope John Paul’s recent 12-day visit to Canada began on a 
different note. Perhaps the reporters in Quebec were surprised to 
hear the Holy Father’s humble comments upon arrival at the 
airport: ‘‘My word does not claim to furnish an answer to all 
your questions, or to replace your searching...I would like my 
words to be an act of sharing; the sharing of a brother in faith; the 
sharing of a pilgrim, a witness to the lives of the men and women 
of today; the sharing of a man aware of the spiritual crisis of the 
times, concerned with justice; of a man confident too in the 
possibilities of the human heart once it has been transformed by 
the love of God.” 


Commentators have pointed out that the papal Masses in 
_Canada were more flexible than those in the United States five 
years ago. Women distributed Communion, while the Pope 
himself gave Communion in the hand. Some see in these 
liturgical innovations the pope’s growing awareness of the 
pluralism which necessarily characterizes the Church and 
modern society. 


At the papal Mass in Winnepeg, ‘John Paul spoke clearly in 
defense of pluralism in society and in the Church: ‘‘The plural- 
ism of traditions, pluralism of cultures, pluralism of histories, 
pluralism of national identities — all of these are compatible with 
the unity of society... This is expressed in our liturgical assembly 

_ today, not only through different languages but also through the 
different liturgical traditions of Christianity, both in the West 

- and East. In the Eucharist the Church in Canada celebrates her 
diversity and proclaims her unity in Christ.’ ; 


Questions 
You’ve 
Asked 


With Father 
John G. Proctor dr. 


Q. For years I’ve lived near a local Catholic church and have 
always considered it my parish. Just recently, I went to the 
rectory to conduct some business. I was surprised when the 
‘young priest told me I was not really a parishioner because I 
didn’t live within ‘‘the territorial bounds’’ of the parish. 
How does one become a member of a Catholic parish? 


A. Before the 1983 Code of Canon Law, almost every parish 
was territorial. Geographical boundaries were established for a 
particular parish, and if one lived within those boundaries, one 
was automatically a member of the parish, whether or not he or 
she attended that Church. There were a few national parishes, 
but they were the exception. 


~ The reason for the insistence on territoriality was the Church’s 

desire for parochial stability. The best way to ensure stable and 
consistent ministry for the people was to assign them to a definite 
territory in which a permanent church had been built and to 
which permanent clergy were assigned. 


The 1983 Code considerably broadens the criteria under which 
one may become a member of a parish. In general, territoriality 
is still preferred. However, ‘‘whenever it is judged useful,’’ other 
‘‘personal’’ criteria may be acknowledged by the bishop. Parish 
membership may be established, according to the norms of the 
local bishop, based upon rite, language, nationality or “‘even 
upon some other determining factor.”’ 


This new law means a bishop can establish different kinds of 
parishes. Although territorial parishes will still be the norm, 
other arrangements may exist: university parishes, floating 
parishes, or parishes where membership is based on some 
common interest, involvement or apostolate. 


’ Some American canon lawyers believe that one may also 
become a member of a parish by “‘inscription.’’ Thus, if one 
lives within the bounds of a territorial parish, one can establish 
membership in another parish by being formally enrolled in that 
parish. Of course, this would have to be done with the permission © 


of the local bishop. First of two parts. 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


St. Francis: The sanctity of innocence 


The German philosopher, Nietzsche once said that 
there has only ever been one true Christian and that was 
Christ and he seems to have been right. The more we 


peruse the lives of even our greatest saints, the more it 


seems that the kind of perfect balance Jesus of Nazareth 
achieved in His life eludes His followers. 


Francis of Assissi, whose feast falls today, has been 
called the most Christian of all saints and certainly he 
shared with Jesus that quality of innocence that is 
common to real saints and proves so irresistible to us who 
are so hungry for spiritual heroes. But even Francis, who 
longed to live according to the Scriptures, was unable 
fully to emulate Jesus and could only make a part of His 
life his Own, that of poverty and detachment from 
possessions. 


UNLIKE CHRIST our great spiritual heroes have not 
been without sin nor wholly resistant to temptation. They 
have erred and suffered from their own lack of 


‘understanding and the subjectivity that so plagues the 


human condition. Perhaps the total Christianity of Jesus 
is so elusive because no one has reached utter unity with 
the Father and so realized in himself or herself the 
perfection of selfess, creative love that is the nature of 
God. 

Without that levelling love in its highest form “we 
remain unbalanced and prey to the kind of 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


incompleteness that allows the little destructive sins to 
infiltrate even our most earnest intentions. What is so 
heartening about the person of Francis of Assissi is that 
God worked great wonders through him and continues to 


do so, quite as though he Were, in fact, a perfect 


Christian. What is challenging about him is that he took 
to heart the gospel admonitions to sell one’s possessions 
and give the proceeds to the poor and to love all creatures 
as God loves them. 


He came to us through the centuries as an eccentric, 
not always wise or prudent man who could, according to 


his biographer John Holland Smith, be gentle and happy — 


‘<when it suited him. But he could also be ruthless in 
defending his own vision and pitiless in making either his 
own brothers or outsiders feel and look like fools, if he 
thought that would serve his ends.’’ Obviously not one to 
be universally loved! 


HE WAS vehemently opposed to reading books, 
claiming that knowledge leads to pride, and was 
outspoken enough to rebuke bishops for their materialism 


‘and his followers for praying too little. He was not 


practical, as administrators of the Church feel forced to be 
in accepting wealth for what good it might buy. He was, 
perhaps, a fanatic on possessions and the harm they can 
do to a simple soul. 


And yet, if we scrape the accumulation of centuries 
away and visualize him walking along the shores of 
Galilee with Jesus, the gentle, loving, forgiving and 
sometimes astonishing harsh Messiah, they do not look 
much unalike! There appears between them the kinship of 
a remarkable innocence that can move untouched among 
falsity, expediency and rank evil. In the glow of this 
innocence any aberrations of judgment or character his 
many biographers may attribute to Francis seem to be 


~ irrelevant. What matters is that in his longing to live and 


be as his Master, Francis grew like the Master Himself. 


And that should give us great joy and peace of mind, 
even as it challenges us. If we honestly long to be the 
Christian Jesus has asked us to be and earnestly persist in 
our efforts despite the handicaps we are sure to encounter, 
Christianity will overtake us ultimately. We may not 
always have known innocence, but it can be rediscovered 
— if we are willing to pay the price of self-knowledge and 
abandonment to the way of Christ. 


WE HAVE probably all known persons whom we have 
considered saintly and maybe God has known them to be 
so, but those who remain most firmly in my mind and 
have had most effect upon my life have been people in 
whose presence I have felt a gentle humbling awe — not 
because of their. spiritual utterances and so on, but 
because they have been able to go on loving and trusting 
where we others have not, with the innocence of children! 


From popsicies to alcohol 


Last week, I wrote about parents, adolescents, and 
drinking, focusing on the dilemma of whether it’s better 
to sponsor teen drinking at chaperoned parties, even if it’s 
illegal, or acknowledge that teenagers are likely to drink 
elsewhere in unchaperoned settings. 

This week I’d like to talk about one sad result of early 
drinking — the teenage alcoholic — and what we can do 
about him or her. In a fine U.S. Catholic article, ‘‘Five 
Ways Teens Can Help a Friend with a Drinking 
Problem,’’ Fr. Joseph Martin says that adolescents can 
serve the role of counsellor and concerned friend to 
friends who are on the road to alcoholism. 


‘*THEY KNOW who’s in trouble,’’ he says of teens. 
“They desperately want to do something about their 
classmates who are in trouble, but they just don’t know 
how to go about it.”’ 

The priest doesn’t get caught up in complicated 
psychological theories about alcoholism. ‘‘An alcoholic is 


one whose drinking makes problems,’’ he said. “‘It _ 


doesn’t make any difference what you drink, how much 
you drink, with whom you drink or why you drink. Just 


answer the question — when you drink, what happens? If — 


the answer is problems, you have an alcohol problem. 
What makes trouble is trouble.”’ 


Ins and Outs 
By Most Rev. Norbert F. Gaughan 
Bishop of Gary, Ind. 


For parents who are concerned about their teen’s 
drinking pattern or for those whose teens might have a 
friend who is heading into alcoholism, I believe Fr. 
Martin’s five steps are worth publicizing. He suggests 
these ways adolescents can help their friends who show 
signs of a drinking problem. Es 

© Overcome the ‘macho’ image of drinking. ‘““We 
admire somebody for the capacity of his stomach’” says 
the priest. ‘‘Isn’t he great, his belly holds a quart and a 
half of liquid! I’ve often said to kids, ‘If you can show me 
what’s manly about a 210-pound fullback lying in his own 
vomit unable to stand up, I’ll listen to you.’ ”’ 

e Watch your own drinking patterns. Fr. Martin 
believes that dumping too much of any addictive 
substance into your body leads to addiction. ‘*Abusive 
patterns of drinking can get you as well as your friends 
into trouble.”’ 


e Learn about alcoholism. ‘“‘If you had someone in 
your family with multiple sclerosis, you’d be at the library 
reading up on it as soon as you found out. But people live 
with alcoholics for 20 years and never bother to read a 
syllable.’? He also calls for pamphlets from Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Al-Anon on every parish rack. 


e Help your friend reach a moment of truth. 


Alcoholics, according to Fr. Martin, build up elaborate 
alibi systems to excuse their drinking but at the end of the 
line, the alibi system collapses. For many, this can 
become the turning point but it may be too late. “Tf you 
wait for the person to get there all alone, death usually 
occurs before that. So you try to bring the alcoholic to this 
moment of truth through coercion, intervention, 
anything. Anything, he says. 

e Pray. Fr. Martin defines alcoholism as ‘soul 
sickness’. He says, ‘“The garden of sobriety has one door. 
It’s marked humility. You go to your knees and 
acknowledge you’re helpless, that you can’t handle this 
alone. And, paradoxically enough, you surrender to win 
victory.” 

When talking with adolescents about alcoholism, Fr. 
Martin gets their attention by saying, ‘‘I like steaks but 
I’ve never gone into a restaurant and ordered 25 of them 
and kept eating them until I threw ps7! 

True alcoholics cannot use their willpower to control 
their drinking, according to Fr. Martin. ‘‘Have you ever 
tried willpower with diarrhea? It doesn’t work. You make 
one of two choices: you either surrender to the addiction, 
which is a very sick choice — and wind up incarcerated, 
insane, or ultimately dead. Or you decide to get into 
Alcoholics Anonymous.”’ 


‘Churches denuded’ in image-poor America 


In his other incarnation as social scientist, Father 
Andrew Greeley raises the issue of the importance of 
symbols for religious faith. For example, he has spoken of 
devotion to Mary as a way to see the extent of the warmth 
of God’s love. The priest bemoans the loss of many of 
these, which served as aids to the expression of belief. 


He is right, for in our culture, symbols have been 
usurped by advertising, by political processes and by 
appeals to share in a rich consumer life mess: 


NO DOUBT the denuding of many churches in the 
post-Vatican II cleanup has left a great vacuum. You are 
reminded of this when you reread some of the writings of 
the Dutch historian of culture, Johan Huizinga, who died 
in 1945. 

His two most famous books are The Waning of the 
Middle Ages and Homo Ludens, a study of play as an 
expression of culture. What the historian found is that the 
later Middle Ages enjoyed a rich imagery and art which 
helped man to see God’s activities in the world. As he 
reviewed the daily life in the villages and towns of 15th 
century Europe, Huizinga noted the variety of religion- 
oriented symbols. The churches themselves in their 
construction, in their windows, aspired to lift men up 
from the earth to the heights of God. 


Huizinga recounted how the mystic, Henry Suso, 


when he ate an apple, cut it into four parts. The saint said 
that if Eve gave Adam the apple, Mary also in love gave 
her Son. an apple; the other three parts represented the 
Trinity. When the mystic drank wine at. his table he 
consumed it in five draughts, since Our Lord had five 
wounds. Lives, deeds and daily events became signs and 
symbols of the omnipresence of God. 


NOTE TOO the rich embroidery of the vestments in 
flower designs; the pictures of animals in the breviary, the 
Book of Hours of that day. While representing the natural 
world, they reminded one of the great generosity and 
creativity of God. Huizinga saw the appeal of that period 
as visual, for those who could not read. In the great 
multitude of pictures with religious themes men expressed 
God’s dealings with humankind. : 


Huizinga also wrote about American culture and 
deplored its materialism. For medieval man life has been 
an upward climb, a chance for humans to rise to a vision 
of beauty. 


But for modern man, as the historian saw it in 
American art, there was no such dream. Americans saw 
the need to portray reality, which was harsh and 
demanding. (Remember, the European author was 
writing between two world wars, when life was brutal.) 


THE QUESTION remains: upon what symbols are 


we in America living? To evoke patriotism we are shown 
pictures of a high soaring eagle; to reflect hometown 
virtues and the ‘‘old American values’’ we have photos of 
small towns, church steeples, rosy-cheeked boys and the 
paintings of Norman Rockwell. 


The rose is used to symbolize a beautiful skin acquired 
by a certain cosmetic, or the ‘‘Rose Bowl.’’ In the 
churches, what? We have few statues, austere altars and 
awesome presidential chairs. But what visions do these 
evoke for visitors? Even our sacramental system, we are 
told, needs new symbols. Our hymns are searching for 
common denominators, images which will bring people 
together. 


The problem may be that we are on our way to 
becoming a people without these helps. Americans pride 
themselves on being realists. Our visions of hope are few 
and far between. The squalor of the modern city and 
urban blight do not urge people to live and work together. 
Of course, the movies keep giving us modern images: 
E.T., Gremlins, Darth Vader, space ships, non-humans 
and objects which are hardly uplifting and far from 
religious. 

WE ARE a hungry people waiting until someone 
creates those visions which can beckon us on to follow 
Christ. 
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China-bound cardinal 
on a sentimental journey 


MANILA, Philippines (NC) — Cardinal Jaime L. Sin 
plans to pay what his office characterizes as part 
sentimental journey, part historical visit to the People’s 
Republic of China this fall at the invitation of a 
government-sponsored agency. 


Cardinal Sin, whose father was Chinese, said he was 
going “‘in a spirit of friendship and dialogue.’’ He said he 
hoped the visit would help build closer relations between 
the Chinese and Filipino peoples. 


PHILIPPINE CHURCH officials said it would be the 


first visit by an, Asian cardinal to mainland China. 


Cardinal Sin’s trip would follow: by less than a month 
the visit to China of a delegation of Asian bishops. 


The cardinal’s planned. Oct. 27-Nov. 6 trip is billed as 
unofficial and includes a visit to his father’s birthplace. 
He was invited to the country by the Chinese Peoples 
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries. 


THE CARDINAL’S spokesman, Jesuit Father Ismael 
Zuloaga, said Sept. 24 that ‘“‘as of now’’ there was no plan 
to discuss relations between the Vatican-and the mainland 
Chinese government. 


Relations have been strained between the Vatican and 
mainland China since the Communist takeover in 1949 
led to establishment of the National Association of 
Patriotic Catholics, an official church with no allegiance 
to the Vatican. Catholics who retained ties with the 
Vatican were persecuted for many years after the Chinese 
revolution. The Vatican has recently expressed interest in 
friendlier relations with the Chinese government. 


Cardinal Sin’s scheduled itinerary would take him to — 


his father’s birthplace, Hsiamen, as well as the Chinese 
capital, Peking, and the cities of Shanghai and Nanking. 

THE TRIP also includes planned visits to Chinese 
Christians, according to Father Zuloaga. 


This would be Cardinal Sin’s second visit to China. He 
first went there as a 7-year-old to visit relatives. in 
Hsiamen. 


A group of Asian Catholic bishops were scheduled to 
visit China Sept. 24-29. The group planned to study 
development projects and to meet with Chinese Catholic 
and Protestant leaders in Shanghai,’ Nanking and 


By Agostino Bono 
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Using a surrogate mother 
to have a child is morally wrong because it violates ‘‘the 
biological and spiritual union of the parents,’’ said an 
editorial in the Sept. 26 Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano. 


The editorial, titled, ‘‘Regarding the Question of 
Mothers for Rent,’’ advocated adoption or dedication to 
the children of others as a solution for couples with 
biological or medical impediments to having children. 


HEILBRON’S 


; Plumbing & Heating Repair & Installation 
Established 1902 — Over 80 Years of Service 


F.A. HEILBRON & SON 
RELIABLE REPAIR SERVICE AND PARTS 
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‘NC photo from UPI - 


PRAYERFUL STROLL — Pope John Paul II prays his rosary as he strolls along a path in Elks Island Provincial Park 
in Alberta. The pope was taking a rest break during his hectic schedule through Canada. 


Guangzhou (Hangchow). 


THE BISHOPS’ trip was arranged by the Federation 
of Asian Catholic Bishops Office for Human 
Development. ~ 


Surrogate motherhood violates ‘spiritual union’ 


““CHURCH TEACHINGS exclude every procreative 
intervention which is not tied to the biological and 
spiritual union of the parents,’’ said the editorial, signed 
by Father Gino Concetti, an Italian moral theologian. 


“To commission a woman, married or unmarried, 
with the task of conceiving and managing maternity for a 
sterile or even unsterile couple wanting to have children, 
contradicts the fundamental ethical statute of marriage as 
designed by God,”’ the editorial said. 


Surrogate motherhood provides for a woman to be 
artificially inseminated with the sperm of the father, carry 
a baby to term, and then give it up to the father and his 
spouse. In some cases, surrogate mothers provide the 
service for pay. 


PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 

Make a Decision Both YOU AND YOUR BABY Can Live With 
San Diego PRO-LIFE League HOTLINE — 583-LIFE 
North County — 941-1515 
Free Counseling & Pregnancy Tests, 

Speakers, Study Rooms 


Carpet Cleaning Special 
mz L-Shape Living Room/Dining Room 
pee plus Hall: ONLY $25 
‘ 5 McCall’s Carpet Cleaning 
*Senior Citizen Discount 583-3260 


3636 Fifth Ave., San Diego 92103 


NO EXTRA 
CHARGE FOR 


Air tickets — Cruises — Tours 


t 


ergy (619) 297-9877 


SAN DIEGO VOLVO INC. 
5316 Kearny Mesa Rd. 
San Diego, CA 92111 279-9700 


U.S. bishops pro-life, : 
Boston archbishop says 


Continued from page 1 


HE SAID that “‘if what we are talking about is another 
human being, then we have moved out of the question of 
free choice and of private morality and we have moved 
into the legitimate public concern of the state protecting 
the right of an individual whose very right to life is 
threatened.’’ 


He also questioned the credibility of Catholics for a 
Free Choice, a group backing legal abortion, suggesting 
that their views do not reflect official Catholicism. 


“‘Well, that’s like saying ‘Catholics for apartheid,’ like 
saying ‘Marxists for free enterprise,’’’ he said, referring 
to the group’s name. ‘‘A Catholic believes as a Catholic 
that there is a teaching authority and the teaching 
authority is quite clear on this issue.” 


HE ADDED that “‘I think the persons who have the 
right to articulate the Church’s positions are the bishops 
in union with the bishop of Rome, and that position is 
unambiguous, consistent and monolithic, with anyone 
speaking to the contrary notwithstanding.”’ 


Archbishop Law indicated that in part he agreed with 
New York Goy. Mario Cuomo, a Catholic who does not 
favor outlawing abortion, who has suggested abortion 
reflects a failure of the Church to get people, even 
Catholics, to accept its position. 


“Gov. Cuomo points out that...the Church needs to do 
better in teaching,’’ Archbishop Law said. ‘‘Certainly, 
that’s true. That’s always been the case. But if we waited 
until we were all saints on a given issue before we said 
anything about it, then we would never say anything 
about anything.’’ 


Need a ROOFER? 
Call J.P. WITHEROW 


297-4701 
Serving San Diego 43 years 


R.E. Riling Plumbing 
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - 
Plumbing. Heating, Repairing 
Clem G. Berrilt « 
3371 Adams Ave. f 
San Diego 282-8172 


J 
VOLVO — A CAR THAT YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


BINGO KING e BINGO BOY tre 
Supplies & Equipment 

Showroom and Warehouse — 24-hr Delivery 12/24] 35/06/67 

WESTERN GIFT DISTRIBUTORS 


1156 Morena Bivd . San Diego. CA 92110 
M-F 9to5 Sat 9to1 (619) 276-0360 
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Peace and justice concerns 


dominate latest DPC meeting 


By Susan Nowak g 

PACIFIC BEACH — Peace and justice concerns 
dominated the first Diocesan Pastoral Council meeting of 
the 1984-85 season held at St. Brigid parish center Sept. 
29: 

Bishop Leo T. Maher read his own statement 
denouncing Proposition 41, which will appear on the 
November ballot. If passed it will reduce the money spent 
on welfare in California. 


HIS STATEMENT, which will be sent to Barry 
Ladendorf, president of the diocesan peace and justice 


-commission, more strongly opposes the proposition than 


did a similar statement drafted by all the bishops of the 
California Catholic Conference. 


He asked Ladendorf and the peace and justice 
commission to contact voters and ask them to study the 
proposition carefully and vote ‘no’ on it. ‘‘Father Regin’s 
office would suffer terribly from this,’’ the bishop said, 
referring to Catholic Community Services’ foster care 
program. 


The proposition would adversely affect. senior citizens, 


the blind, the disabled and others ‘‘while doing nothing to 


_curb welfare abuses,’’ the bishop added. 


BISHOP MAHER asked for suggestions on his draft 
of a pastoral statement to local- Hispanic Catholics. The 
statement includes ‘‘nothing new,”’’ the bishop admitted, 
but ‘‘nobody really knows our sentiments’’ toward the 
Hispanic community. 

For informational purposes the bishop and Msgr. 
Anthony Chylewski of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith presented a brief synopsis of each side of the 
liberation theology movement in Central and South 
America. Bishop Maher shared his concern ‘that 
Nicaraguans are falling into ‘‘spiritual slavery’’ by 
following a schismatic ‘‘people’s church’’ similar to the 
one in China. 


Msgr. Chylewski spoke this summer with a missionary 
priest who favors liberation theology. He was told that 
Catholic leaders who support the Marxist-influenced 
theology feel the Latin American Church hierarchy is not 
fulfilling Pope John XXIII’s call for native bishops to 
work for social justice. 


JOHN BECKMAN of the La Jolla deanery and a 
member of Sacred Heart Church, Ocean Beach, asked for 
guidance in responding to peace and justice matters. 

Thomas Spencer, the current DPC chairman who has 
worked with the diocesan peace and justice commission, 
said RENEW’s next semester will deal with peace and 
justice. 

RENEW participants will eventually be given a list of 
places at which they could offer their services in the justice 
effort, Spencer said. 


THE MEETING was Spencer’s first as DPC 
chairman. He replaced Lois Richards. Spencer gave 
committee assignments to DPC members. During the 
meeting, each committee was given time to discuss goals 
and objectives for the coming year. 


The DPC voted to accept (with one dissenting vote) 
parish council guidelines prepared by a committee. The 
guidelines reportedly conform to the Code of Canon Law 
and call for new pastors to set up a consultative council 
within one year of coming to a parish. 

The guidelines recommend, among other things, how 
many members, committees and meetings a parish 
council should have. 


THE DPC meeting began with an overview of the 
.11-parish La Jolla deanery presented by Anne McDaniel. 
Msgr. Sean Murray, pastor of St. Brigid, was host for the 
meeting and welcomed the council. 


FOR FREE ESTIMATES — SOUND ADVICE 
282-6818 


ABLE ROOF CO. 


_ Serving San Diego for Over 27 Years 
Bonded & Insured Lic. 362682 


When it comes to... . 
church and school equipment 
choose the local company with 
the international connections. 


@ Church building and remodeling ¢ 


® candles © vestments ©. medals. ¢ 


e books @ music ® full line of personal gilts ¢ 


O’Connor’s Church Goods 
3720 El Cajon Blvd., San Diego 92105 
283-2306 
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PARENTS’ DAY — Louise and Linda Lakoff shared a happy moment during the University of San Diego’s annual 
Parents’ Day, Sept. 29. Parents and students gathered for lunch (right) and to hear talks. The group went on guided 
tours of the campus, attended a Mass and dined at All Hallows parish hall in La Jolla. 


Director: “Discover opposite sex roles” 


TOLEDO, Ohio (NC) — Men should be more willing to 
fill roles traditionally defined as feminine and women 
should feel less inhibited in filling men’s roles in 
ministries and at home, said Dolores R. Leckey, 
executive director of the National Conference of Catholic 


- Bishops’ Committee on Laity. 


The key in discovering those opposing roles is for men 
and women to remain part of the same community, to 
“‘stay at the table,’’ she said at a Diocese of Toledo 
priest’s senate meeting Sept. 17. 


“WE WOULD do well to examine what the 


community is really about because we’re on very 


treacherous, dangerous grounds without some place to 
deal with those predispositions’’ of male and female sex 
roles. 


“Christian community is how we learn to look honestly 
at who we are personally and institutionally,’’ she said. 


” “ec 


By ‘‘staying at the table,’’ we are ‘‘allowing ourselves 
to be influenced by the other (sex),’’ she added. 


THE PROBLEM, she added, is a strong affiliation to 
sex-determined roles. 


One place the problem is particularly evident is in 
ministry formation programs, Mrs.. Leckey said. 


Mrs. Leckey told of a male head of theological 
formation program who believed that if women join 
ministry programs, men will be scared away, and 
ministry will become a women’s profession. 


BUT WOMEN’S contributions in the Church enrich 
the ministry, Mrs. Leckey added. Research shows women 
experience God and relationships, develop spiritually and 
make moral choices differently than men. 

Women bring new metaphors to an otherwise ‘‘brittle 
and bloodless’’ tradition, Mrs. Leckey said. Their 
insights into theology continue to expand the language. 

‘‘Because we know that images of God are just that — 
images and not God — new images can be welcome,’’ she 


said. 
of _ 
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“HAND CARVED IN WOOD & MARBLE 


Hours: 9:15-4:45, Monday Thru Friday 
913 VALENCIA, LOS ANGELES, CA. 90015, (213) 385-8168 
Parking Entrance: Ninth. & Grattan, Across Fram Chancery 
RESTORATION SERVICE AVAILABLE 
SASL I ET SS AEP ET OT CO] 


MRS. LECKEY added that women can also help in 
the practical moral conditions through empathy, because 
a women’s imagination is more active than a man’s. 


““Empathy can help us with one of the most difficult 
Christian mandates, that of loving those who hate us,”’ 
she said. 


A woman’s touch could ‘‘help men navigate the deep 
waters of empathy, vulnerability, and femininity,’’ and 
“‘help move (them) toward peace with one another.’’ 


MEN MUST ‘‘reclaim the parts of their own inner 
experience that they, as a group, have delegated to 
women,”’ she said. 


Men need to become more directly involved with infant 
caring, childbearing, and nurturing in the home so 
children can see mothers as well as fathers ‘‘coming and 
going’ in the home. 


She cited male-performed female roles present even at 
the Last Supper, where Jesus washed and fed the apostles. 
Those actions were “‘vividly maternal acts,”’ she said. 


MRS. LECKEY cited the story of the Canaanite 
woman who pressed Jesus to cure her daughter as an 
example of the perseverance needed for more men to 
participate in women’s roles. 


“‘We women of the Church owe it to those who come 
after us — to our daughters and sons, our 
grandchildren. ..not to let go. Love demands that we hang 
on. And someday, I’ll wager, all across the earth will be 
heard the surprised observation, ‘Women, you have great 
faith. Your wish is granted.’ ”’ 


A DAILY PRAYER 
LORD JESUS, | INVITE YOU TO LIVE IN MY HEART MORE COMPLETELY. | GIVE TO 
YOU ALL OF MY PLANS, AND | ACCEPT YOUR PERFECT PLANS FOR MY LIFE. 1 WILL 


STRIVE TO YIELD TO YOUR WILL AND THE GUIDANCE OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT, IN 
EVERY DETAIL OF MY LIFE. PLEASE CHANGE ME IN WHATEVER WAY NECESSARY, SO 
THAT | MAY KNOW YOU MORE PERSONALLY, LOVE YOU MORE DEEPLY, AND SERVE 
YOU IN EVERYTHING | DO. 


MITCHELI/ 
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San Diego 


Merkley-Mitchell Mortuary 


The only till service Downtown mortuarn 
3655 Fifth Ave. San Diego, CA 92103 
295-2177 


Ocean Beach Imperial Beach 


Pinkham- Mitchell 
Mortuary 
423-4787 


Beardsley-Mitchell 
Funeral Home 


223-8100 
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burial 


shipment 


anywhere in the world 


The ship Villasota, also known as 
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, departed from 
Cadiz at the end.of August 1749. Aboard 
was Fray, Junipero Serra and 19 other 
Franciscans bound for the missions. 


After a fairly peaceful journey at sea, 
the ship arrived at San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, on the feast of Saint Luke. Serra’s 
first hours in the New World were spent 
at the hermitage of the Immaculate 
Conception, near the walls of the city. 


PUERTO RICO was not to be a 
vacation land for the friars. He and the 
others were full of zeal and their first 
hours on American soil demonstrated 
their selfless industry. 


The friars used their time conducting a 
mission for the islanders. It proved to be 
the first outlet for Serra’s apostolic work 
in America. The cathedral was jammed to 
capacity. 

It had been nine years since a similar 
religious service had been held in San 
Juan and the local populace anxiously 
responded to the opportunity of renewing 
their spiritual lives. 


CENTENNIAL 


BI 


Msgr. Francis J. Weber 


THE VILLASOTA left San Juan on 
November 1. For another month the ship 
sailed through the islands and reefs of the 
Caribbean. There were many hardships 


Ladies of Charity install new members 


ALCALA .PARK — The Ladies of 
Charity, the auxiliary to the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Center,: installed 42 new 
members during a concelebrated Mass 
Sept. 25 at Founders Chapel of the 
University of San Diego. 


Bishop Leo T.-Maher of San Diego, 
Bishop Emilio Berlie of Tijuana, Bishop 
Braulio Sanchez Fuentes of Oaxaca, 
Mexico, and Father Joseph Carroll, St. 
Vincent’s director, were the 
concelebrants. 


DURING HIS homily, Bishop Maher 
praised the group members for their 
selflessness and commitment to helping 
the needy. ‘“‘The Ladies of Charity are 


instruments of healing, justice and social 
change,”’ he said. 


“Some people live the Church as a 
cocoon”’ but the Ladies of Charity work 
to better society, Bishop Maher said. 


‘“‘Only you have the power within you 
to change the world and make it work for 
all of us,’’ he told the congregation of 
nearly 100. 


A DINNER at the San Diego Hilton 
Hotel followed the Mass. 


The Ladies of Charity raise funds 
needed to build the proposed St. Vincent 
de Paul Center in downtown San Diego. 


AMERICA’S BEST VALUE 
HOLYLAND ORIENTATION 
TOURS 


ISRAEL & ROME (10-DAYS) 
January 15, 1985 


$595 - Most West Coast Cities! 


(for qualifying priests & nuns) 
$1495 - THIS TOUR ONLY for Catholic Parishioners 


HOST THE HOLYLAND 


AND 
GET HAWAII FREE 


(per pre-requisites listed in THE GENESIS CLUB) 


*Special Note: All space and prices are subject to availability and airline 
agreements. They are subject to change without notice. 


Send Information for (or call us): 
10-Day ISRAEL & ROME 
14-Day ISRAEL, CAIRO & ROME 


16-Day ISRAEL, CAIRO, LUXOR & ROME 


THE GENESIS CLUB brochure 
—— China Orientation Tour (Feb. 21, 1985) 
—— Holyland Orientation tours 


Mall to: 


CATHOLIC 
GROUP | 
MINISTRIES 


(a division of 
International Group Ministries) 


8:00-5:00 (CA hours) 
26226 Industrial Bivd. 
Hayward, CA 94545 
(415) 782-3901 
Priests & nuns only: 
(800) 422-5500 (CA only) 
(800) 422-8800 (Nationwide) 
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during that sojourn, the worst of which 
was the critical shortage of drinking 
water. Serra is recorded as having noted 
to a companion that ‘“‘best way of saving 
one’s saliva is to eat little and talk still 
less: 


His biographer notes that during the 
long voyage Serra ‘‘was always even- 
tempered and smiling, that he never 
uttered the slightest complaint, that his 
patience was the wonder and admiration 
of everyone.’’ Anchor was cast in the 
historic harbor of Vera Cruz, where 
Mexican history began, on December 6. 


On the following day, Serra stepped on 
the continental soil of North America for 
the first time at ‘‘the most desired end of a 
long and tedious voyage.’’ From that 
American counterpart of the Spanish 
Cadiz, Serra and his companions would 
spread across the great viceroyalty of New 
Spain. 


A THANKSGIVING celebration took 
place and Fray Junipero was chosen to 
preach at the Solemn High Mass. With 


his good memory for detail, he recalled 


the full details of their 99-day voyage and > 


the petitions to Santa Barbara for a 
successful arrival. 


During his short homily, Serra 
spiritualized the entire voyage with the 
protecting mantle of God’s providence. 
Again his native talent and eloquence 
were revealed, although time and 


oblivion deny us the privilege of catching 


something of his feeling and fire. 


Today, the little chapel of Santo Cristo 
del Buen Vigqe (the Holy Christ of the Safe 
Voyage) remains as a reminder of the 
days when travel was perilous and 
uncertain and prayer was a part of 
everyone’s itinerary. 


AT VERA CRUZ, men of war and 
men of peace, soldiers of the king and 
soldiers of the cross, started out on their 


, missions of force or persuasion. There 


began El Camino Real of the New World. 
There Fray Junipero Serra started out on 
the trail that would culminate in Alta 
California. 


_ Photo by Veronica Garcia 


INSTALLATION MASS — Bishop Leo T. Maher said the Ladies of Charity work to 
better society. He addressed those gathered for a Mass Sept. 25 to officially install 
42 members. The organization helps the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 


POINT LOMA — A seminar will be held Oct. 20 by the Catholic Daughters of the 


Americas at St. Agnes Teen Center from 12:30 to 3 p.m. The meeting has been called for 
by Wanda Fernandez. Members will vote on a coming diocesan project. 


eternal happiness and peace. 


Church. 


So ae 
Dn ¥ oving “Memory 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


Amen. 


HOLDEN, Earl. Father of Wilard Holden. 


= 

= 

Funeral Mass: September 26 at St. Vincent de Paul E 
Goodbody Mortuary _ | 


KAPP, Romaine. Wife of William Kapp; 
mother of Karen A. Kapp; sister of Mrs. Kleo Lake 
and Betty L. Cooke. Funeral Mass: September 21 at 
St. Charles Borromeo Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


ROSETTE, Tony C. Brother of Juan and Julian 


Rosete and Soledad R. Tamayo; uncle of Sofie 
Tamayo. Services: September 22 at Goodbody Blvd. 


Chapel. 


BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


oodbody 


582-1700 


_Educacion integral; ; Utopia o realidad para el hispano? 


Por el P. Rubén Fuentes 


Frecuentemente cuando hablamos de 
“‘educacidn’’ nos expresamos de ella no 
sdlo en una forma parcial sino hasta 
equivocada. 


En efecto, unas veces identificamos 
educacién con buenas costumbres: asi, 
una persona educada seria aquella que en 
su trato con los demas lo hace siempre con 
‘‘urbanidad’’; otras veces, confundimos 
la educacién con la capacidad intelectual: 
asi, una persona educada seria aquella 
persona intelectualmente bien preparada, 
que ha hecho carrera, estudios. 


SIN EMBARGO, sucede muchas 
veces, que estas personas de buenos 
modales e inteléctualmente bien 
preparadas con frecuencia nos 
decepcionan: unas, porque su 
comportamiento moral deja mucho que 
desear; otras, por su ignorancia religiosa; 
otras mds, por sus pobres conocimientos 
sobre politica y problemas sociales; otras, 
en fin por su poco equilibrio emocional. 


Esto quiere decir que la educacién es 
algo mas que los finos modales y la 
formacidn: intelectual; es mas amplia, 
abarca a toda la persona en todas sus 
dimensiones (politica, econémica, moral, 
religiosa, sicoldgica etc.). Es por esto que 
se ha dado por explicar esta educacién por 

parte de la Iglesia, ya desde Vaticano II, 
como una educacién integral. 


Ahora bien, importantes preguntas 
surgen aqui a las cuales nos es necesario 


responder y que serdn propiamente el 


contenido de este articulo. - 


EL HISPANO en los Estados Unidos, 
gtiene esta educacidén integral? Si no la 
tiene, ges posible que la pueda adquirir? 
Por otra parte, ;se puede considerar la 


necesidad de esta educacidn integral por - 


el hispano como un derecho? Y si es tal, 
éde donde le viene? En fin, ¢a qué cambio 
y accién compromete al hispano esta 
educaciodn integral? 


I.La educacién del hispano en los 
Estados Unidos 


Basémonos, para tener una idea mas 
exacta de la realidad hispana sobre esta 
educacién, en el andlisis aportado por la 
Reunion de Consulta Nacional tenida en 
Chicago en abril de este ajio, en vistas al 
III Encuentro. 


Se observ6 en esta reunion de Chicago, 
que atendiendo el sentir de la base hizo de 
este tema de la educacidn una prioridad, 

~que esta educacidn estd lejos de ser 
“integral’’ porque se vive por el hispano 
la idea equivocada de que por el hecho de 
llegar o nacer en este pais de América, 


debe de ‘‘asimilarse’’ completamente a su 
cultura perdiendo, por lo mismo, su 
identidad y los valores de su propia 
cultura hispana. 


ASI, ENCONTRAMOS, muchas 
veces, a hispanos que son verdaderos 
‘“cadaveres.’’ Es decir, muestran en todo 
su exterior su fisonomia hispana, mas han 
perdido su ‘‘alma’’. No sdlo desconocen 
la lengua, sino la misma cultura hispana y 
sus valores. 


La triste consecuencia de esta situacién 
es la pérdida de la propia identidad, 
desadaptacidn y desequilibrio emocional. 


De esta dramatica deficiencia de 
educacién integral adolecen no sdlo las 
familias catdlicas hispanas sino los 
mismos educadores de escuelas catdlicas y 
hasta sacerdotes, ya no digamos los 
indocumentados que buscan una nueva 
vida en esta nacion. 


COMPRENDASE BIEN que el 
propoésito de este. diagnodstico sobre la 
realidad de la educacién hispana en los 
Estados Unidos, mira principalmente a 
“*denunciar’’ una indebida 
“‘asimilacion’’ del hispano en este pais y 
no se opone, de ninguna manera, a una 
justa ‘‘integracién’”’ que pide ser bilingtie 
y bicultural. 


II.Reales: posibilidades de educacién 
integral para el hispano en los Estados 


Unidos. 


No cabe duda, ante esta realidad, el 
hispano necesita de una ‘‘educacién 
integral.’’ Esta necesidad se convierte en 
un derecho desde el momento que se 
descubre que es una exigencia evangélica 
y que la Iglesia la ha hecho parte 
integrante de su evangelizaci6on. 


En efecto, Jestis se llamo a si mismo el 
verdadero Maestro (Mt. 23,8; Jn. 13,13), 
el Hombre integralmente educado y, por 
lo mismo, el tinico capaz de ensefiar 
integralmente a través de su misma 
persona el Camino, la Verdad, y la Vida 
de Dios a todos los hombres (Jn. 14,6). 


POR ESO, quien se deja educar por 
Jesus, el Maestro, no puede permanecer 
en ninguna clase de “‘ignorancia’’ que 
desdiga de su persona. En _ Jests, 
Maestro, todo se convierte en claridad 
para el hombre. Por eso El se llamdé 
también ‘‘Luz’’ del mundo (Jn. 8,12) y 
nos pidid a nosotros serlo (Mt. 5,14) y 
esto de tal manera que todo nuestro ser 
fuera como lampara de vivo resplandor: 


“‘Cuida, pues, que tu luz no tenga parte de 
tinieblas, porque si todo tu cuerpo es 
luminoso, sin parte alguna tenebrosa, todo el 
resplandecera como cuando la lampara te 
ilumina con vivo resplandor’’ (Lc. 11,35-36). 


En otras palabras, Jesus nos ensefia que 
es voluntad de Dios el que busquemos 
siempre la luminosa armonia de todo 
nuestro ser humano que es cuerpo y alma, 
educando integralmente todas sus 
dimensiones: fisicas, morales, 
intelectuales, sociales y politicas. 


SAN PABLO llamara a estas personas 
integralmente educadas ‘‘nuevas 
creaturas’’ (2 Cor. 5,17). La Iglesia asi lo 
ha entendido también en su accidn 
evangelizadora. Puebla habla claramente 
sobre esta educaci6n integral cuando dice: 


“La educacién humaniza y personaliza al 
hombre cuando logra que este desarrolle 
plenamente su pensamiento y su libertad, 
haciéndolos fructificar en habitos de 
comprensi6n y de comunidn con la totalidad 
del orden real por los cuales el mismo hombre 
humaniza su mundo, produce cultura, 
transforma la sociedad y construye la historia”’ 
(n. 1025) 


El II Encuentro Nacional Hispano no 
se expresa de otra manera cuando en sus 


* conclusiones emplea concretamente el 


iermino de ‘‘educacidn integral’ (Véase: 
La Evangelizacion y la Educacion 
Integral.) 


III.Cambio al que lleva esta educacion 
integral del hispano en los Estados 
Unidos 


EL JUICIO arriba aportado, a partir 
del Evangelio y de algunos documentos 
eclesiales, sobre el hecho de que la 
educacién integral es un derecho de la 
persona humana, nos lleva a comprender 
que, en el pueblo hispano de los Estados 
Unidos, hay que trabajar porque esta 
educacién integral se convierta en una 
realidad. 


Esto es posible desde el momento en 
que podemos luchar, con los medios a 
nuestro alcance, porque haya cada dia 
menos ignorantes, pobres, marginados, 
inadaptados, discriminados. 


Esta es, precisamente, la gran tareaa la 
que nos comprometen los mismos obispos 
de este pais; en su carta pastoral, cuando 
hablando de una educacidn integral, 
dicen: 


“Los educadores catdlicos de los Estados 
Unidos tienen en su favor una larga historia de 
logros y-dedicacidn a la ensefianza y formacidén 
de millones de catdlicos. Ahora deben 
consagrar su capacidad a satifacer las 
necesidades educativas de los hispanos. La 
educacién es un derecho inalienable; y al 
desarrollar la inteligencia, las escuelas 
catélicas y los institutos de estudio, deben 
también promover los valores y la cultura de 
sus alumnos.’’ (Carta Pastoral sobre el 
Ministerio Hispano, n. 12, f.) 


Resumen de Noticias 


BOGOTA, Colombia (NC) — Los 
Obispos de Colombia han condenado lo 
que calificaron de desviacidn y tendencias 
falsas de la teologia de la liberacién 
orientada hacia el marxismo. 


La declaracién emitida por la 
Conferencia Episcopal de Colombia se 
hace eco de la critica emitida el 3 de 
septiembre en un documento de la 
Congregacién Vaticana para la Doctrina 
y la Fe que rechaza aspectos de la teologia 
de la liberacidn por usar ‘‘conceptos 
prestados sin critica de la ideologia 
marxista.”’ 


La declaracién de los Obispos 
colombianos, como la declaracidn del 
Vaticano, también reafirma el 
compromiso de la Iglesia por la justicia de 
los pobres. 


La teologia de la liberacidn valida, 
dijeron los Obispos colombianos, esta 
guiada por el autentico mensaje de la 
revelacion e interpretado de acuerdo a la 


Foto por Veronica Garcia 


MISA DE INSTALACION — EI Obispo Leo T. Maher, de San Diego, El Obispo Emilio Berlie, de Tijuana, El Obispo Braulio 
Sanchez Fuentes, de Oaxaca, y e/ Padre Joseph Carroll, director del Centro de San Vicente de Paul, concelebran una Misa de 
instalacién el 25 de septiembre para los Damas de Caridad para San Vincente de Paul. : 


ensenanza de la Iglesia, tiene una base 
biblica y ha sido presentada en numerosos 
documentos conciliares, pontificios y 
episcopales. 


Los Obispos dijeron que los teologos de 
la liberacién de la extrema izquierda 
interpretan mal las ensefianzas de Cristo 
y del Antiguo. Testamento y presentan 
desviaciones y tendencias orientadas a 
objetivos que se han probado ser tan 
malos para el hombre como las miserias 
que buscan combatir. 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (NC) — 
Adan M. Medrano, Presidente de la Red 
de Telecomunicaciones Hispana, con 
base en San Antonio, ha sido nombrado 
recipiente del Premio Fe y Libertad 1984, 
de la organizacion interdenominacional 
Herencia Religiosa de America. 


Medrano, quien fund6 la Red Hispana 
en 1982, fue citadd por Herencia 
Religiosa por sus “‘logros de pionero en 
las comunicaciones culturales y 
religiosas’’. 


La empresa de’ Medrano HTN, 
produce programas educativos para 
television, incluyendo el programa 
semanal ‘‘Nuestra Familia’’, el unico 
programa nacional catdlico en espafiol. 


WASHINGTON. (NC): — Los 
Obispos. de» California tienen una 
invitacién abierta al Papa Juan Pablo II 
para visitar el. oeste de los Estados 
Unidos, pero pese a que el Papa ha 
reiterado su interes de retornar a este 
pais, no se ha fijado fecha. 


E] Papa Juan Pablo les ha dicho a los 
Obispos de los Estados Unidos que piensa 
realizar otro viaje a este pais, y en su 
visita al Canada, el 9 de septiembre,les 
dijo a los periodistas que le gustaria 
regresar. No especifico una fecha o los 
lugares que le gustaria visitar. E] Papa ha 
visitado lugares en el este y el centro de 
los Estados Unidos en 1979. 


La invitacién para que visite la costa 
occidental viene desde 1981, cuando el 
Arzobispo de San. Francisco, John R. 
Quinn y el Cardenal de los Angeles, 
Timothy Manning, invitaron al Papa a 
visitar California. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Oct. 7, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Christopher Merris 
Celebrant 


Pirates of Penzance performed in the Don Room of the El 
Cortez Hotel by Tom Rusch Productions, Oct. 4, 6-7, 12-14 at 8 
p.m. Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. Cabaret seating prices: main 
floor $10; sides $8; senior citizens/children under 13 $6. 
Sponsored by St. Vincent de Paul Center. Reservations: 
231-4703. 

Greek of the New Testament a course at Resurrection 
parish, Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. beginning Oct. 4. Instructor: 
Jim Butkis: Details: 747-2091. 

Proclaiming the Gospel in the 80s, A preaching workshop, 
First United Methodist Church, Mission Valley, Oct. 4-5. 
Keynote speakers: Father Michael Roebert, director of field 
education at St. John Seminary, Camarillo, and Jay Adams, 
director of advanced studies at Westminster Theological 
Seminary. Registration $20. Info: 296-4557. 


Fish fry, Immaculate Conception Church, Old Town, Oct. 
5, 5-7 p.m. Cost: $3.50, coffee and punch included. Home made 
cakes available for 50 cents. 

First Friday Charismatic Mass, Oct. 5, 7:15 p.m., St. 
Vincent de Paul Church. Celebrant: Augustian Father Ray 
Elam. Personal prayer teams available after Mass. Details: 
459-3255. 

Country fair at St. Gabriel Church, Poway, Oct. 5-6. Begins 
at 5 p.m. Fri., 10 a.m. Sat. Event includes adult and children’s 
games, used book sale, food, arts, crafts, and an auction. More: 
486-4039. 

Fall festival, St. Michael parish, Paradise Hills, Oct. 5-7. 
Featuring games, variety entertainment, bingo and 
international foods. Hours: Fri. 6-10 p.m.; Sat. 2-10 p.m.; Sun. 
1-8 p.m. Drawing for cash grand prize on Sun. Info: 267-3645. 


Octoberfest, Good Shepherd parish, Mira Mesa, Oct. 5-7. 
Games, Prizes, ethnic foods, drinks, pony rides, a dunking 
booth, entertainment, bingo and a drawing for cash prizes on 
Sunday. More: 271-0207. : 

Autumn frolic, a seminary burse card party, Oct. 6, noon, 
St. Didacus parish hall. Mini luncheon available for $3. 
Sponsored by Heffernan Institute Y.L.1. Reservations: 
295-4332 or 560-4088. ; 

Fall happening, Church of the Resurrection, Oct. 6. Sign-in 
for two of six lectures at 8:30 a.m. Lectures Offered: 
““Empowered by the Spirit’’; ‘‘Acts — the Gospel of the Spirit’’; 
‘“God in Search of Man’’; ‘‘Tots to Teens — Faith 
Development’’; ‘‘Gospel Writings — Modeling for 20th 
Century Relationships’; ‘‘Los Sacramentos en General.’’ 
Bring a brown bag lunch. Drinks furnished. Adjournment at 
1 p.m. More: 747-2091. 

Bus trip to Old Town and Seaport Village, and Olde Cracker 
Factory Shopping Center Oct. 6. Cost: $12. Hosted by Stella 
Maris no. 183 Young Ladies Institute. To benefit annual fund 
for education. Details: 757-7075. 

Workshop on ‘‘Building the Circle of Mutuality: Christian 
Interaction Skills,’’ Oct: 6, 9'a.m.-3 p.m., Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel parish, Rancho Penasquitos. Designed to help those 
involved in interacting with others — parents, teachers, 
managers, pastors. Presentor: Sister Kathleen Schinhofen, 
coordinator of outreach services of the Interfaith Peace Ministry 
in Orange County. Free. 


Prayer breakfast, Oct. 6, Our Lady of Angels Church, after 
7:30 a.m. Mass. Talk on RENEW by Sister Pat Hanson, 
CSJO, of La Providencia House of Prayer. More: 698-6775. 

Shield of Roses program, Rosary vigil at Dr. E. Allred’s 
Abortion Clinic, 6495 Alvarado Rd., Oct. 6, 9-10 a.m. Free 
pregnancy testing, pregnancy counseling and fertility awareness 
instruction in mobile counseling unit parked adjacent to clinic. 
For info on this and natural family planning classes call: 
466-1507. 

First Saturday Mass in honor of Our Lady of Fatima, St. 
Mary Magdalene Church, Oct. 6, 7:45 a.m. Rosary and Fatima 
prayers follow Mass. Public invited. Info: 276-3693. 

Italian night and silent auction, Oct. 6, Junipero Serra Hall, 
Immaculate Conception Church, Old Town. Bidding starts at 
6:30 p.m. Baked ravioli with Italian sausage dinner at 7:30 p.m. 
Donation: Adults $6.50; Children $3. Sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus, Point Loma Council no. 3947. All welcome. Tickets 
needed. Reservations: 224-4481 or 276-3591. 

How Evangelization Lives, with Catholic lay evangelist 
Marilynn Kramar, Oct. 6, 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m., St. Therese 
social center. Bring a sack lunch. Refreshments served. Details: 
459-3255, 

Boutique sale, Oct. 6-7, Sacred Heart Church hall, Ocean 
Beach, to benefit Court Mother of Divine Grace (no. 1687) 
charities. Hours: Sat.: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Sun.: 8 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. Featured are homemade items, gifts, and baked goods. 
More: 276-4451. 


Fall jamboree, Holy Family Church, Linda Vista, Oct. 6-7. 
Special attractions: Priority One, (a Christian rock band), 
Cruisin’ (a 50’s and 60’s band), llama rides, ethnic folk dancers, 
Padres’ visits and more. Hours: Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

Fall festival, St. John of the Cross Church, Lemon Grove, 
Oct. 6-7, beginning at noon. Featuring a prize auction, booths, 
adult games of chance, international cuisine and entertainment. 
On Sunday, Marie Hitchcock, the puppet lady, will be featured. 

Fall festival, St. Elizabeth Seton parish, Rancho La Costa, 
Oct. 6-7. Disc Jockey Rick Michel will provide entertainment. 
Featured are music, dancing, food, beverages, games, arts, 
crafts and bingo. Hours; Sat. 2-7 p.m.; Sun. 12-7 p.m. Info: 
483-3393. 


Accommodations, a play at the Fiesta Dinner Theatre, Spring 
Valley, Oct. 7. Sponsored by Catholic Community Services 
Auxilary. Doors open 11:30. a.m. Lunch 12-1 p.m. Curtain time 
1:15 p.m. Donation $14. Reservations: 444-9001 or 466-1186. 

Turkey dinner, St. Rita School cafeteria, Oct 7, 1-7 p.m. 
Dinner includes all the trimmings. Price: Adults $3.50; Children 
under 12 $2. Details: 264-3165 

St. Francis Fall festival, Mission San Antonio, Pala, Oct. 7, 
begins with Mass at 11 a.m. in mission chapel. Flag raising at 
noon opens booths featuring food and games. There will also be 
music and Indian dances. Proceeds benefit Mission School. 

Empowered by the Spirit, RENEW retreat, Oct. 7, Our 
Lady of Angels Church, 1-6 p.m. Directed by Sister Pat 
Hanson, CSJO, and Sr. Millie Peaslee, OLVM, of La 
Providencia House of Prayer. More: 698-6775. 

Prescription for survival, a week of educational activities 
sponsored by Physicians for Social Responsibility. To 
participate or help plan programs call 483-7774. 

Membership tea, by Catholic Community Services 
Auxiliary, Oct. 8, 10a.m., St. Charles Borromeo window room. 
Call: 453-5284. : 

North American Conference of Separated and Divorced 
Catholics, meeting and presentation, Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m., St. 
James parish, Solana Beach. Father Bob Barrett will celebrate 
Mass and speak on ‘‘Why do I relate to God in the manner I 
do?’’ Question and answer session follows. $1 at the door. 
More: 755-2545. 

Council of Catholic Women, South Bay Deanery, meeting, 
Oct. 8, 10:30 a.m., St. Mary parish hall, National City. 


Luncheon follows , hosted by the Altar and Rosary Society. 
Reservations: 479-7774. 

The Sacrament of the Eucharist will be discussed by Father 
Jim Mason in four sessions beginning Oct. 9 at 9:30-a.m., 
Resurrection parish. Baby-sitting available. Call: 747-2091. 


Council of Catholic Women, La Jolla Deanery, meeting, 
Oct. 9, 10 a.m., All Hallows Church, La Jolla. Mass at 11 a.m. 
Luncheon served after Mass. Reservation deadline: Oct. 6. 
Call: 272-1512 or 223-3245. 

Distinguished speaker series at USD, 8 p.m. in Salomon 
Lecture Hall. Speakers and topics: Oct. 9 — L.A. Times 
editorial cartoonist Paul:Conrad; Nov. 1 — San Diego Charger 
John Cappelletti, ‘A Homecoming Inspiration’”’; Nov. 13 — 
Father Richard McCormick, S.J., ‘‘Morality — Past, Present 
and Future’’; Nov. 27 — Senator Joseph Biden ‘U.S. Foreign 
Policy’’; Dec. 11 — Msgr. George Higgins, ‘‘Social Justice’’. 
Free. Info: 260-4802. 


Single again meeting, Mission San Diego de Alcala, Oct. 10, 
7:30 p.m. Scheduled: a video cassette on the impact of divorce 
followed by a discussion. Call: 278-0556. 

Single again meeting, Oct. 10, 7:30 p.m., Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart north conference room. Open topics. Meet new 
associate Father Gary Holtey. Childcare provided. More: 
280-0515. 

Catholic Alumni Club monthly meeting, Oct. 12, Holiday 
Inn, Mission Valley, 7:00 p.m. Club chaplin. Father Paul 
Palmitessa, will speak on child abuse at 8 p.m. Guests $4; 
members $2. Call: 299-3055. 


Wait Until Dark performed by the Ballard St. Players, Oct. 
12-21, Holy Trinity parish hall, El] Cajon. Tickets cost $4 at the 
door. More: 444-9425. —< 

North Shores Catholic Women’s Club ‘‘Ole’’ charity event, 
Oct. 13, 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Brigid auditorium, Pacific 
Beach. $6 donation includes soup and tostada salad brunch and 
card party. Proceeds go to the Adrian Dominican Sisters of 
Lemon Grove. Info: 454-1840 or 274-1836. 

Becoming You, a seminar by award-winning writer and 
speaker Clayton Barbeau, Sacred Heart Church, Coronado, 
Oct. 13, 9 a.m. An in-depth look at personal and family 
relationships. Cost: $5 per person; $10 per family. Limited 
seating. Call: 435-4807. 


‘‘Strategy 84/85 — on behalf of human life,’’ Holy Spirit 
parish hall, Oct. 13, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Session will focus on 
accomplishments, plans and strategies to involve more people in 
the effort to preserve human life at all levels of development. 
Sponsored by Diocesan Family Life commission. More: 
231-2828. 

Annual bazaar at St. Rita Church, Oct. 13-14. Games, 
prizes, food and a drawing for cash prizes. Hours: Sat. 12-9 
p-m.; Sun. 1-8 p.m. Details: 264-3165. 

Christian Spirituality: Then and Now, a presentation by 
Dr. Issa Khalil, of SDSU Religious Studies Dept., Oct. 14, 2—5 
p.m. at SDSU Newman Center. Mass at 6:30 p.m. Free. Call: 
583—9181. 

RENEW retreat, ‘‘Empowered by the Spirit, St. John of the 
Cross, Lemon Grove, Oct. 14, 1-6 p.m. Sponsored by La 
Providencia House of Prayer. More: 698-6775. ‘ 


Italian dinner party, Our Lady of Grace social center, El 
Cajon, Oct. 14, 3-7 p.m. Macaroni and meatballs, salad, rolls, 
coffee, dessert bar featured. Donation: Adults $3.50; Children 
$2.50. Sponsored by Italian Catholic Federation no. 340. For 
tickets call: 562-1754 or 448-4747, 

Living with cancer, a five-session series at Mercy Hospital 
education center, begins Oct. 16, 7-9 p.m. Continues on Tues. 
and Thurs. evenings. Recommended for people who are 
undergoing cancer treatment, people in remission and family 
members or friends caring for someone with cancer. Donation of 
$25 per family requested. Details: 260-7244. 


Items for this column must be received in writing by noon 
the Friday before publication on Thursday of the following 
week. We can not accept items via telephone. Mail to: 
Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
Diego, Calif, 92138. 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-character line, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


Room for rent: $300 a month plus Christmas gifts. Sew your own 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and TELEPHONE JACKS installed with this 


Wallpapering & Painting Specialist. LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 


1/3 util., access to living room & TV 
and kitchen. Like a family. Call 
423-7081. 1.B. and I-5. 10/4 


Bud’s Housepainting: 20 yrs. 
experience. Sr. discounts, free 
estimate. Call anytime. 
281-4996. 10/4,11 


Thank you St. Jude for answering my 
prayer. Publication promised. 
A.M.G. 10/4 


WANTED: Send us your old Catholic 
magazines. We distribute them to 
prisoners. Brothers of Christ The 
Prisoner, Huntley, Ill., 60142 
10/4,11,18,25 


Retired Lady (73) wants to share 
housing & friendship with a similar 
lady. Moving to S.D. from midwest, 
have no home here and will pay rent. 
Prefer North S.D. or North Co. Please 
call 455-0218 (eves. or leave 
message). 10/4,11 


beautiful unusual dolls and clowns. 
#109 six 19” “Love Clowns’’. #147 
21” “Patchy Pandra’’ with wardrobe. 
Each pattern $4.00. Photo pattern 
catalog $2.00. Finished items also 
available. Discounts for church 
bazaars. Margret Dolls, 117 4th 
Ave., #F, Chula Vista, CA, 92101. 
426-4948. 10/4,18 


GOODBODY’'S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 
TF 


DESERT HOLISTIC MEDICAL CENTER 
seeks association of Holistic 
Practitioners. Professional facilities 
available. (619) 345-2696 or 43-576 
Washington St., Palm Desert, CA 
92260. 

8/23,30,9/6,13,20,27;10/4,11,18 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or night 
— 7 days. 222-1904. Call Robert. TF 


‘0 — Southern Cross, October 4, 1984 


boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 lbs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
267-2577. : TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 


Will travel to your home or hotel. 


Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor” John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


" QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 


EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

References & insured 

For a free estimate call 

ERICK 299-7681 TF 


ad, $30. Repair and installation of 

tele. & equip. 30 yrs. exp. St. M. 

Magdalene, 276-4777. 
9/13,20,27,10/4 


SHAKLEE: natyral cleaners: laundry, 
household, pers. care & vitamins. 
Whsle/retail. T. Tucker. 282-8714. 
Free del. order $10 or more. 
9/13,20,27,10/4 


ENCYCLOPEDIAS: We can save you 
hyndreds on major brands: Brittanica, 
Americana, Collier, etc. New & used. 
(714) 838-3643. 9/13,20,27,10/4 


Thank you once again, St. Jude. 
R.C. 10/4 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 10/4,11,18,25 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and. lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


The best job with the lowest price. 
Senior discount. Call Kurt for free 
estimate. 284-5336. TF 


HAULING: we haul anything — very 
reasonable. Quick & clean. Discount 
to Sr. Citizeris. 583-0357. TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall coverings and 
draperies. References. Call Myles, 
569-1527. TF 


ES SENN ee ee Mrs NEN. 
PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Blvd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. TF 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574 Park Blvd: 
294-4917. ; TF 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. TF 


Churches, schools and residential. 
Licensed and insured. Call: 422-8702 
for free estimate. TF 


Thank you St. Jude for answering my 
prayers. P.M.N. 10/4 


DID YOU KNOW that the Southern 
Cross publishes legal notices? 
Compare our price with other papers: 
only $25 for publishing your fictitious 
business name statement. Mail a copy 
of your statement with payment to: 
Southern Cross, Legal Notices, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 


May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus 
pray for us. St. Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this 
prayer 9 times a day, by the 8th day 
your prayer will be answered. Say it 
for 9 days, it has never been known 
to fail. Publication must be promised. 
C.G. 10/4 
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tt 


Southern Cross — 11 


1984, 


October 4 


The Homeless, | 


The Hungry 
and 
The Church 


By REV. ERSKINE WHITE 

With the exception of places like 
New York’s Skid Row, there were rel- 
atively few men and women living on 
America’s streets 20 years ‘ago. In 
those days, passers-by could assume, 
rather safely, that these individuals 
had succumbed to a personal weak- 
ness and were living out their lives in 
an alcohol-induced stupor. 

Today, the homeless and hungry 
are no longer isolated aberrations in- 
truding upon an otherwise prosperous 
American landscape. Recent statis- 
tics show that one out of every four 
Americans was poor at. some point 
during the last decade, and a similar 
proportion was hungry. It is more dif- 
ficult to establish precisely the num- 
ber of homeless poor, but informed 
estimates range from one-half million 
to two million persons. 

More certain is the fact that home- 
lessness and hunger have increased 
dramatically since 1980. The experi- 
ence of one homeless center in Wash- 
ington, D.C. is both typical and 

‘instructive. In 1980, the Cooperative 
Urban Ministry Center received 
about 500 requests a month for food 
and other emergency services. By 
1982, that number had jumped to 2,000 
and has risen slowly ever since. 

Who are-the people in need of shel- 
ter and food today? One man who an- 


swers that question from first-hand — 


experience is Father Marvin Mottet, 
a diocesan priest who also directs the 
Campaign for Human Development. 
Father Mottet, who has lived for 11 
years in Catholic Worker Houses pro- 
viding hospitality to the homeless, 
says that there are no simple catego- 
ries to describe the people who come 
to his community for help. ‘“‘There are 
many marginal people today who are 
barely hanging on,” he explains. 
“When a catastrophe strikes, like bad 
health or losing a job, they just go un- 
der.’’ 

To find a parallel in our national ex- 
perience to today’s homelessness and 
hunger it is necessary to go back to 
the Great Depression. Then as now, 
there were tens of thousands of people 
migrating across the country looking 
for work. Then as now, bread lines 
stretched wearily through despondent 
neighborhoods. Then as now, church- 
es_ spontaneously responded to des- 
perate human needs by opening 
hundreds of shelters and soup kitch- 


ens across the country. 

In the face of demonstrably severe 
homelessness and hunger, the short- 
term solution most urgently needed 
can be succinctly stated: The home- 
less must have shelter, the hungry 
must be fed. In the traditional lan- 
guage and piety of the Church, this so- 
lution requires Corporal Works of 
Mercy. It is incumbent upon churches 
and government agencies alike to 
meet at least the emergency needs of 
“the least of these among us.”’ 

The Church’s Role 

Care for the needy has also been a 
consistent concern of the Church’s 
magisterium, from the teachings of 
the earliest Church leaders to those of 
Pope John Paul II. Twenty centuries 
of Church teachings have echoed the 
question, “How can God’s love sur- 
vive in a man who has enough of this 
world’s goods yet closes his heart 
against his brother when he sees him 
in need?” (1 John 3: 17). 

But Christians do not care for the 
homeless and hungry solely to fulfill a 
moral obligation. At a deeper level, 
works of mercy are fruits of grace; 
they reflect an inward acceptance of 
the new life Christ gave us by his sac- 
rificial death on the cross. John Paul 
II presented a spiritual foundation for 
works of mercy when he spoke in New 
York’s Shea Stadium: ‘‘Keep Christ 
in your hearts, and you will recognize 
his face in every human being. You 
will want to help him in all his needs, 
the needs of your brothers and sis- 
ters.” 

To the credit of Christ’s people, 
churches have offered, in Bishop Mar- 
ino’s words, an “unprecedented com- 
mitment of resources and energy’”’ in 
response to today’s homelessness. 
While only a few examples can be 
given here, this response has oc- 
curred at all levels of the local 
church, from individual initiatives to 
diocesan-wide programs. 

One particularly striking individual 
ministry has been undertaken by an 
11 year-old suburban Philadelphia 
boy. Last December, he saw pictures 
on the evening news of street people 
huddled over steam grates. With his 
parents and fellow Presbyterian 
Church members, he began bringing 
hot beverages and blankets to Phila- 
delphia’s homeless and has been 
doing so ever since. Contributions be- 
gan pouring in as word of this nightly 


“To find a parallel in our 
national experience to today’s 
homelessness and hunger it is 
necessary to go back to the 
Great Depression.” 
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mission of mercy spread, to the extent 
that the family now plans to open an 
emergency shelter. 

For those individuals looking to be- 
gin a direct ministry of charity to the 
homeless, the best way to start is sim- 
ply to visit a shelter or food pantry. 
Most operate with limited staff and fi- 
nancial resources, so such visits are 
always welcome and there will be no 
shortage of things to do. 

At the next ecclesial level, parish 
communities have begun specific 
missions on behalf of homeless and 
hungry people, most often by regular- 
ly collecting money, food and clothing 
for homeless centers. This is a partic- 
ularly appropriate mission for subur- 
ban churches whose communities 
may have relatively few homeless 
persons. 

Another important parish initiative 
has been the use of church buildings 
as shelters. In many communities, 
zoning laws require shelters to be 
closed during the daytime; for 
churches, this means that other oper- 
ations need not be disrupted by this 
service to the homeless... Moreover, 
shelters in church buildings tend to be 
small, housing ten or fewer people. 
This minimizes potential problems 
for the Church. It also appeals to the 
homeless themselves since many, 
particularly the elderly, are afraid to 
sleep in the large, publicly-funded 
‘‘warehouses.”’ 

At the diocesan level, some bishops 
have played key roles in mobilizing 
Church resources effectively and 
compassionately. Those resources in- 
clude money, buildings and people. In 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, for example, 
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Bishop John O’Connor (now the Arch- 
bishop of New York) announced at an 
ecumenical dinner that he intended to 
use church property as shelters. With- 
in three months, shelters for men and 
women were opened in a parish and in 
a Catholic Youth Center facility, and 
other plans are being discussed as 
well. Msgr. John Esseff, who oversees 
this diocesan effort, says that 80 vol- 
unteers are involved in running these 
shelters by changing beds, cleaning, 
checking in the guests each night, and 
soon. 

Because so many of today’s home- 
less are new to their destitution, nu- 
merous shelters are working to find 
employment or job counseling for the 
people they serve. This is an especial- 
ly important effort which needs to be 
developed further. As Father Mottet 
says: “‘When we are able to help 
someone get a job, you can see their 
ego strength just blossom. Their ap- 
pearance changes, their attitude 
changes, they become a different per- 
son. But. when they get an income, it 
would help immensely if Christian 


' families could rent them a room for a 


few months at reduced rates. Land- 
lords usually require three months’ 
rent in advance, which is a real hurdle 
for those who want to re-enter society. 
The homeless need that help because 
they are so afraid of falling back into 
the streets.”’ 

Rev. Erskine White is the pastor of 
the Friedens United Church of Christ 
in Milwaukee. Formerly, he was the 
Issues Analyst at the Campaign for 
Human Development and President 
of the Cooperative Urban Ministry 
Center in Washington, D.C. 
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Representing Incompetent Adults 


By REV. DONALD G. McCARTHY 


Last year the news media throughout the United 
States carried an unusual story from Riverside, 
California. Elizabeth Bouvia, a young woman af- 
flicted with cerebral palsy and quadriplegia, 
wished to starve herself to death while receiving 
pain medication and supportive care in the hospi- 
tal. Her situation attracted attention because she 
was asking the cooperation of her physician and the 


hospital in her plan to end her life; when they re- 


fused, she took her case to court. The court refused 
her petition although an appeal was filed. 

Such cases are rare because people who are de- 
termined to end their lives usually find a way to do 
so. The law can hardly punish a person who suc- 
cessfully commits suicide. Assistance in suicide is 
punishable, however, and, in fact, the physicians 
and hospital staff in Riverside were trying to stay 
within the law by refusing to assist in Ms. Bouvia’s 
suicide. 

Catholic moral teaching opposes assistance in 
suicide, whether by health care professionals or 
others. However, Catholic teaching has always per- 
mitted the foregoing of ethically extraordinary 
means of prolonging life. If death occurred, for in- 
stance, after withdrawing a respirator which was 
serving as an ethically extraordinary means of pro- 
longing life (as in the case of Karen Quinlan), this 
would not be considered suicide, assisted suicide, or 
mercy killing by omission. 

When a conscious and competent adult (a person 
able to understand and make choices about medical 
treatment) decides to forego some medical treat- 
ment like kidney dialysis or radiation therapy, that 
person can take counsel from physicians, nurses, 


REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS OF INCOMPETENT ADULTS — Family members and other representa- 
tives of incompetent adults are often faced with responsibility for making decisions concerning life-prolong- 


ing treatment for loved ones. 


pastoral counselors and family members. He or she 
may reach a sound decision that the treatment is 
not morally obligatory and that its omission is not 
negligence comparable to suicide. But a major 
concern troubling the health care community and 
the Church today arises when decisions are made 
on behalf of incompetent adults (persons unable to 
understand and make choices about medical treat- 
ment). Who represents the interests of incompetent 
adults? 

Actually, two separate decisions must be made in 
their behalf. First, responsible persons must decide 
if the medical treatment is ethically optional, that 
is, its omission would not violate the moral and le- 
gal duty of providing appropriate medical care to 
the incompetent person. Then, if the treatment is 
judged optional, responsible representatives must 
interpret the wishes or best interests of the in- 
competent person to decide whether actually to 


omit it. 
Catholic Teaching 

Catholic teaching very clearly recognizes that 
both of these decisions must be made as individual 
cases arise. The Ethical and Religious Directives 
for Catholic Health Facilities explicitly state that 
‘neither the physician nor the patient is obliged to 
use extraordinary means (of preserving life’’ (no. 
28). The assumption in the Directives is that the pa- 
tient does not wish to use extraordinary means. If, 
however, the patient wishes it, the doctor is obliged 
to use extraordinary means. 

The 1980 Vatican Declaration on Euthanasia clar- 
ifies this to some degree. The Declarationnotes, for 
example, that ‘‘one cannot impose on anyone the 
obligation to have recourse to a technique which is 
already in use but which carries a risk or is burden- 
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some.’’ It immediately adds that ‘‘such a refusal is 
not the equivalent of suicide; on the contrary, it 
should be considered as an acceptance of the hu- 
man condition, or a wish to avoid the application of 
a medical procedure disproportionate to the results 
that can be expected, or a desire not to impose ex- 
cessive expense on the family or the community”’ 
(section IV). 

But simply recognizing that these two decisions 
must be made does not settle the troubling question 
of who should make the decisions and thus rep- 
resent the interests of incompetent adults. Is this 
automatically and exclusively the role of the at- 
tending physician? Clearly, the attending physician 
carries legal and moral responsibility for all medi- 
cal treatment provided. Yet the physician can only 
proceed on the basis of the expressed or at least in- 
terpreted consent of the patient. For incompetent 
adults, does the physician have an exclusive role in 
interpreting a patient’s consent for treatment? 

In a statement about.conscience, the Vatican De- 
claration on Euthanasia refers explicitly not only to 
doctors but to ‘‘those qualified to speak in the sick 
person’s name.”’ It notes that: ‘‘It pertains to the 
conscience either of the sick person, or of those 
qualified to speak in the sick person’s name, or of 
the doctors, to decide, in the light of moral obliga- 
tions and of the various aspects of the case’’ (Sec- 
tion IV). 

This teaching on conscience applies to both deci- 
sions: 1) whether a treatment is ethically extraor- 
dinary and morally optional, and 2) if it is, whether 
it should in fact be omitted. The first decision con- 
cerns the most critical conscience function, for an 
error in judgment here would open the way to ethi- 
cal and legal negligence. As the Ethical and Reli- 
gious Directives for Catholic Health Facilities 
points out: ‘‘The failure to supply the ordinary 
means of preserving life is equivalent to euthana- 
sia’”’ (no. 28). 

The Church teaches that the burden of conscience 
formation lies on the shoulders not only of doctors 
but of patients and ‘‘those qualified to speak in the 
sick person’s name.”’ The conscience formation 
about the first decision, whether the medical treat- 
ment is ethically an ‘“‘ordinary means’’ of preserv- 
ing life, relies heavily, of course, upon the 
physician’s knowledge of a patient’s condition and 
prognosis. 

Yet the criteria for ‘“‘ordinary means” call for a 
patient’s own participation in that decision. The Va- 
tican Declaration cited above speaks of medical 
treatment as being optional when it ‘‘carries a risk 
or is burdensome.’ A patient has the right to be 
consulted about risk and burden. Thus, while a phy- 
sician may consider amputation of the leg above 
the knee as a routine medical procedure, an elderly 
patient in deteriorating health may legitimately 
consider the amputation an excessive burden. The 
physician should respect this patient’s judgment 
that the amputation is ‘‘ethically extraordinary.”’ 

If that same elderly person is incompetent to 
make either decision, the attending physician must 
consult “‘those qualified to speak in the sick per- 
son’s name”’ about both decisions. 

The challenge of representing the interests of in- 
competent adults can be met by a clearer desig- 
nation of the persons described in the Vatican 
Declaration as ‘‘qualified to speak in the sick per- 
son’s name.’ Such representatives should be con- 
sulted by attending physicians when incompetent 
adults are considered for treatment which go be- 
yond the ‘“‘ethically ordinary.” 

Even though such representatives should not be 
assumed to have the incompetent adult’s power to 
make decisions, they can legitimately express the 
wishes of such persons. Decisions about life-pro- 
longing treatments which may be ethically optional 
should be made only in the specific situations which 
arise — they cannot properly be made in advance. 
But the more openly and honestly that people com- 
municate their wishes to physicians and to those 
who are qualified to speak for them, the more accu- 
rately can those wishes be implemented. 


Father Donald McCarthy is Director of Educa- 
tion for the Pope John XXIII Medical-Moral Re- 
search and Education Center, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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By GAIL QUINN 

In the late 1970s many were astonished by the birth 
of a baby girl whose life had begun, not in her moth- 
er’s body, but in a petridish. 

More amazing, however, is the process of human 
conception and development that has been going on 
all around us for ages. 

Today, medical science provides us with detailed 
information about human conception, gestation and 
birth. Yet despite the wealth of information at our 
fingertips, there remains an element of mystery. 
When a human sperm and ovum fuse, there comes 
into being a minuscule human cell which nine 
months later emerges as a seven-pound baby boy or 
girl. Absolutely mind-boggling! We can explain the 
process, but we really don’t know how and why it 
happens as it does — we only know that it does hap- 


pen. 
The End of the Beginning 

Over and over again this awesome process of hu- 
man development is cut short — with irreversible fi- 
nality — as more than one-and-a-half million unborn 
children are aborted in the United States each year. 

Many people thought that the furor over legal 
abortion would die down after the Supreme Court in- 
validated restrictive abortion laws in 1973. But al- 
most 12 years later abortion remains one of the most 
volatile issues of our generation. 

Clearly, abortion has become both socially accep- 
table and readily accessible in the United States. But 
beyond the rhetoric that surrounds the issue, one dis- 
covers a dearth of information: one finds that very 
many people know very little about abortion — what 
it is and how it is accomplished, the effects it has not 
only on the unborn child who is killed, but on the 
aa ae father, medical personnel and society as 
well. 

In fact; abortion has become one of society’s best 
kept secrets. To be sure, the word itself is bandied 
about almost glibly. But it is most often described by 
slogans that camouflage reality, and efforts to shed 
light on the subject have been rejected time and time 
again. 

In 1983, for example, the United States Supreme 
Court found unconstitutional an Akron, Ohio, ordi- 
nance that required, among other things, that wom- 
en seeking abortions be told of possible physical and 
emotional complications to themselves, the devel- 
opmental status of their unborn children, and possi- 
ble alternatives to abortion. The majority opinion in 
the case, written by Judge Lewis Powell, said that 
“much of the information required is designed not to 
inform the woman’s consent, but rather to persuade 
her to withhold it.’’ Medical personnel can and do, 
however, tell patients that the abortion will ‘‘remove 
tissue,’ that the procedure is ‘‘safer than child- 
birth,” and that it will be a ‘‘breeze”’ and over in a 
‘“jiffy.’’ Hardly information upon which to base an 
informed consent. 

Effects of Abortion on Women 

There is no question that the unborn child is the 
principal victim of abortion. But the child is not the 
only victim. 

In Rethinking Liberalism, Rollo May calls atten- 
tion to the damaging aspects of abortion to women: 


Abortions, many of us had hoped, would be rela- 
tively few and would relieve women of unwanted 
pregnancies and prevent unwanted children from 
being born. In this mood, which assumed that 
abortion was simple and not much worse than 
having a tooth pulled, we failed to take into con- 
sideration the complex web of sorrow and tragedy 
that would be involved. 


More pointedly, Dr. Edward Sheridan, a George- 
town University psychiatrist, says that from listen- 
ing to women who have had abortions he has found 
abortion to be ‘‘one of the most profound, deeply 
etching, corrosive acts’? of which we are-capable. 
Speaking at the University of Manitoba, graduate 
student Janet Smith noted that those who kill, wheth- 
er or not such killing is considered justifiable, suffer 
from having killed. ‘(Have we not argued for ages,” 
she asked, ‘‘that war is dehumanizing?”’ 
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Washington, D.C. psychiatrist Ranville Clark 
warns that young people today are being educated to 
accept the ‘‘abortion mentality,”’ a frame of mind 
that can have frightening effects on the mental 
health of all involved. For example, in the November 
1981 issue of Pediatrics, Tishler describes suicide at- 
tempts by adolescent girls who had abortions — sui- 
cide was attempted on the date when the child would 
have been born. Writing in Catholic Twin Circle, 
Mary Meehan reports: 


In September, 1981, the Ohio regional director of 
Suiciders Anonymous said that the group had con- 
tact with 4,000 women in the previous 35 months. 
At least 1,800 of those women — that, 45 percent — 
had had abortions. Most of them were between the 
ages of 15 and 24. 

‘After years of listening to their stories,’ said 
the director, ‘we know that there are thousands 
more out there, being brave by holding a tight rein 
on their emotions. They tuck all the unexpressed 
emotion and unshared experience deep down in- 
side themselves ... where it keeps growing like a 
pressured tumor of pain’ (August 14, 1983, p. 4). 


Undoubtedly, some women undergo abortion with- 
out great emotional trauma, but as more and more 
women tell of their abortion experience it is becom- 
ing apparent that such women are far fewer than 
abortion advocates would lead us to believe. 

Nor is the abortion procedure without physical 
complications for women. While serious and long- 
range physical complications are not the norm, they 
are not rare. Such complications include infection, 


“The Court’s reasoning in 1973 
has proven disastrous today 
as the arguments in Roe and 
Doe and used to justify 
suicide, euthanasia and 
infanticide.” 


perforations and lacerations, hemorrhaging, subse- 
quent infertility and an inability to carry future preg- 
nancies to term. The Abortion Surveillance Branch 
of the Centers for Disease Control maintains that the 
serious complication rate for legal abortion is less 
than one percent. Even if one did not quibble with 
this figure (many physicians do because underre- 
porting of complications is known to be high), that 
would mean that approximately 15,000 women suffer 
serious physical complications from abortion each 
year in the United States. 
Effects on Men 

Men, too, suffer from the pain of abortion. Dr. Ar- 
thur Shostak, a sociologist from Drexel University, 
conducted an extensive survey of men whose chil- 
dren were aborted. He maintains that “‘abortion is a 
man’s issue too, and there is almost no one to help 
the million men who go through it every year.’” Most 
of the men in Shostak’s survey felt isolated and an- 
gry at themselves and their partners; some were 
outraged that their partners gave no consideration to 
their wishes and feelings. Psychologist Arnold Med- 
vene explains such reactions when he notes that 
‘fabortion is one of the major death experiences that 
men go through. It resurrects very important, primi- 
tive issues, memories and feelings.’’ 

Such warning signals seem to have little impact on 
abortion advocates. Responding to Shostak’s study, 
Dr. Louise Tyrer, Vice President for Medical Affairs 
at Planned Parenthood, said: ‘‘It doesn’t matter how 
much men scream and holler that they are being left 
out ... I say tough luck. It is the woman’s body that is 
pregnant, and the Supreme Court has clearly given 
the woman the right to make that decision.”’ 

In their new book, Rites of Life, Dr. Landrum 
Shettles and Ravid Rorvik note that: ‘‘As things 
stand now, it is as if he (the man), like the life he 
helped to create, did not exist.’’ Although they grant 


TRAUMA CAUSED BY ABORTION — Abortion, a form of \ 
more than one-half million in 1973 to more than one and one- 
rious emotional trauma to men and women, as well as medics 


that some men may be relieved to have nothing to do 
with the abortion decision, they say that ‘‘not alJmen 
are eager to cop out; not allare able to.”’ 

Effects on Medical Personnel 

Emotional trauma among medical personnel who 
perform abortions after the first trimester is openly 
discussed in the medical literature. In 1981, Ob-Gyn 
News (December 15-31) reported that physicians at- 
tending a symposium sponsored by the National 
Abortion Federation described the emotional trau- 
ma associated with D&E (dilation and evacuation) 
second trimester abortions. While D&E is consid- 
ered safest for the woman, it is most difficult for doc- 
tors who must dismember the unborn child in-_utero. 
An abortion clinic training director told the symposi- 
um participants that unprepared staff members 
sometimes become nauseous at the sight of the pro- 
cedure. Others reported abortion-related dreams 
and nightmares. 

Complicating things for medical personnel and 
hospitals is the problem of late-term abortions that 
result in the birth of live children. Dr. Willard Cat- 
es, chief of abortion surveillance at the Centers for 
Disease Control, estimated in 1981 that late-term 
abortions result in 400 to 500 live births each year in 
the United States. ; 

Last February The New York Times carried a 
lengthy story about how doctors and hospitals view 
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late-term abortions. Said one physician who speciai- 
izes in high risk pregnancies: ‘‘It makes us all schi- 
zophrenic. Nowadays we are asked to terminate a 
pregnancy that in two weeks doctors on the same 
floor are fighting to save.’’ The director of ob-gyn at 
another New York hospital said that that facility did 
not want to do late-term abortions. ‘‘It’s an emotion- 
al problem,”’ he said. ‘‘We just don’t want to do it.” 
Social Ramifications 

Society itself has not been unscathed by more than 
a decade of freely-available abortion. Society has not 
only allowed the brutal destruction of millions of un- 
born children for any and all reasons, it has tried to 
justify the destruction. 

The incidence of abortion itself has escalated ev- 
ery year since the Supreme Court determined that 
women have a ‘‘right’’ to abortion: from a little 
more than one-half million in 1973 to more than one- 
and-a-half million a year today. 

In 1973 the Court said the state could have an inter- 
est in protecting fetal life after viability — a point the 
Court placed at about 28 weeks’ gestation. Such a 
finding had no basis in fact then or now, and even 
those who believe abortion should be readily avail- 
able admit this. For instance, Dr. Robert Hall, for- 
mer president of the Association for the Study of 
Abortion (a pro-abortion group that dissolved after 
the 1973 Supreme Court decisions), notes that prior to 


1973 abortion was defined as the termination of preg- 
nancy prior to the 20th week and that “‘the Court 
erred in extending this deadline.”’ This is obvious to 
most people today because of the enormous strides 
that have been made in the area of neonatology — 
tiny unborn children can be operated on in utero and 
extremely low-birthweight children regularly sur- 
vive. Statements of physicians attesting to this 


' knowledge prompted Newsweek in January 1982 to 


comment: “If, as some scientists have recently pre- 
dicted, embryos as young as eight weeks may some- 
day be kept alive in the laboratory, will the sacred 
protection of the Constitution be extended according- 
ly? And if so, how can doctors justify aborting, say, a 
twelve week fetus now?”’ 

The Court’s reasoning in 1973 has proven disas- 
trous today as the arguments in Roe and Doe are 
used to justify suicide, euthanasia and infanticide. 
For instance: 

An Indiana baby born with Down’s syndrome and 
an incomplete esophagus was denied life-saving sur- 
gery solely because he was mentally retarded. This 
case prompted Father Richard McCormick and Lau- 
rence Tribe to write: ‘‘To withhold or withdraw pos- 
sible life-saving treatment from a baby simply 
because it is young and retarded is a vicious form of 
discrimination by the non-handicapped world 
against the immature and retarded.’’ However, it is 
a logical extension of the Supreme Court’s obser- 
vation in Roe that the state has an obligation to pro- 
tect only ‘meaningful life.’’ 

A quadriplegic woman, on the basis of her consti- 
tutional “right to privacy” as articulated in Roe, de- 


“Rather than arm our young 
people with solid moral 
values, we outfit them with 
contraceptives and hope for 
the best.” 


manded that a hospital assist in her suicide. She 
wished to starve herself to death, and wanted the 
hospital to assist her by providing hygienic care and 
painkilling drugs to ease the way. 

In California a woman gave birth to a handicapped 
child. Because her obstetrician had not warned her 
that the child might be handicapped — and thus 
given her a chance to obtain an abortion — the par- 
ents filed suit for a ‘‘wrongful birth.” 

Today we are often called upon to deal with such 
specific situations in which respect for human life is 
systematically diminished or denied and to address 
those situations from the perspective of fundamental 
principles applicable to all. But our society has yet to 
discover a principle that compels opposition to other 
threats to life while cloaking abortion in a shroud of 
dishonesty and secrecy. : 

The Catholic bishops of the United States recog- 


‘ nized this fact in their 1983 pastoral letter on peace: 


No society can live in peace with itself or with 
the world without a full awareness of the worth 
and dignity of every human person and of the sa- 
credness of all human life (Jas. 4:1-2). When we 
accept violence in any form as commonplace, our 
sensibilities become dulled ... Abortion in partic- 
ular blunts a sense of the sacredness of human 
life. In a society where the innocent unborn are 
killed wantonly, how can we expect people to feel 
righteous revulsion at the act or threat of killing 
non-combatants in war? 


Do Women Want Abortions? 

Today, abortion is perceived as part and parcel of 
the feminist agenda. But do spokeswomen for femi- 
nist organizations speak for all or even most wom- 
en? More importantly, do most women believe that 
feminist spokeswomen speak for them? 

A 1983 nationwide survey by the Los Angeles 


Times indicated that 56 percent of the women polled 
said groups such as the National Organization for 
Women (a major feminist organization that advo- 
cates ‘‘abortion rights’) speaks for only a ‘“‘small 
minority”’ of women; only 28 percent thought that 
NOW and similar organizations speak for the major- 
ity of women. 

Nor do women support permissive abortion laws to 
the extent that men do. Poll after poll in this country 
show that men — especially well-educated white 
men — consistently favor abortion more than women 
do. For example, a 1981 Washington Post survey in- 
dicated the 40 percent of Americans wanted abortion 
to be available ‘‘generally speaking’’ for any reason, 
but only 36 percent of American women did. Among 
those who had heard of the ‘‘pro-choice movement,” 
46 percent claimed to agree with its stance, but only 
42 percent of the women made that claim. This cor- 
roborates a study conducted by the University of 
Michigan’s Institute for Social Research shortly af- 
ter the 1973 Supreme Court abortion decisions. The 
study concluded that ‘‘American women themselves 
are not as determined to exercise that right as men 
are to guarantee it.”’ 

Why, then, do women obtain abortions? Are they 
poor? Uneducated? Is their health threatened by 
childbirth? Although such reasons are commonly 
cited by abortion advocates, most women who obtain 
abortions do not have health problems, are not poor, 
and are, by anyone’s standards, well educated. Why 
then do they choose to abort their children? 

Perhaps part of the answer is social conditioning. 
Although what was referred to as the “me genera- 
tion’”’ is said to be behind us, the social hangover per- 
sists. As a society we insist that every person has the 
freedom to exercise his or her rights without limita- 
tion. Although rights go hand-in-hand with responsi- 
bilities, we do not demand or even encourage 
ourselves and others to accept responsibility for our 
actions. 


Conclusion 

Perhaps the appropriate response to the question 
asked by the bishops in their pastoral letter on peace 
lies in a renewal of commitment to the sacredness of 
life and a greater awareness of the effects of a public 
policy of permissive abortion. 

Respect for life is not an easy message to commu- 
nicate. It touches people’s minds most effectively 
when it also touches their hearts. We are moved to 
concern about children when we hold an infant in our 
arms. We understand human suffering best when we 
visit the very sick or those who are dying. We under- 
stand the plight of elderly persons when we are face- 
to-face with their needs or feelings of abandonment. 

Addressing a social or political problem from the 
perspective of religious faith is often rejected as be- 
ing contrary to the pluralistic character of American 
society. Yet our culture has always had religious 
roots, and we would be hard-pressed to pinpoint 
criminal laws in our country that were not inspired 
by religious principles. It is becoming increasingly 
clear that religious faith, perhaps more than any- 
thing else, gives most Americans the motivation nec- 
essary to overcome social or political obstacles. 

At his Installation Mass in Boston last March, 
Archbishop Bernard Law spoke of our call to meet 
moral darkness with the ‘‘light of holiness.’’ ‘“‘No- 
where,’’ said Archbishop Law, ‘‘is the shroud of 
darkness heavier in the contemporary world than in 
the.sin of abortion ... this is the cloud that shrouds the 
conscience of our world. Having made our peace 
with the death of the most innocent among us, it is 
small wonder that we are so ineffective in dealing 
with hunger, with injustice, with the threat of nucle- 
ar war.”’ 

Ultimately, a consistent program of respect for hu- 
man life must be based, not on political or social pos- 
sibilities, but on the full force of Christian love. 
“Like Jesus,’’ said Archbishop Law, ‘‘our purpose is 
not to condemn, but rather to persuade, to call to 
conversion.”’ 

Gail Quinn, a staff member of the NCCB Office for 
Pro-Life Activities, is the Coordinator of the annual 
Respect Life Program. 
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hristian Values: 


Generation to Generation 


By 
VALERIE VANCE DILLON 


Between the tranquil joys 
and experiences of childhood 
and the predictable complexi- 
ties of adult life lies a mysteri- 
ous and tumultuous time 
called adolescence. Psycholo- 
gists formulate theories to ex- 
plain it; the Church tries to 
minister to it; parents and 
their children merely live it. 

At the same time, sociolog- 
ists remind us that adoles- 
cence is a relatively new 
phenomena, a modern con- 
cept. The family and the cul- 
ture have no long historical 
experience of dealing with the 
ambivalence and confusion of 
adolescent years. This flows 
out of the simple fact that in 
earlier centuries, most young 
people completed their educa- 
tion by the age of 14 or 15 and 
were quickly assimilated into 
the adult mainstream. They 
went to work, married soon af- 


terward and became parents. 
There was little time for intro- 
spection or rebellion. 

Today, the years between 12 
and 20 are ‘‘limbo”’ years, im- 
mersing young people in phys- 
ical, emotional, mental and 
spiritual change. We now ac- 
knowledge adolescence as a 
time of transformation with 
enormous impact on what the 
individual will become, what 
his or her life as an adult will 


be. 
What’s It All About? 

What is an adolescent? An 
adolescent is someone with 
one foot in childhood’s garden 
and the other stretching onto 
adult turf. An adolescent is an 
individual seeking to answer, 
“Who am I?” “What am I 
worth?”’ ‘‘What do I believe?”’ 
“What will Ibecome?’’ 

Up to nov, it’s all been rath- 
er clear: From birth on, the 
child has built a self-image, a 
montage of impressions and 
beliefs about him or herself 


Respect Life Program 
Begins Sunday, Oct. 7 


The Catholic bishops 
showed a good sense of timing 
when they began the Respect 
Life Program in 1972. The U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision 
which made _ abortion-on-de- 
mand the law of the land was 
just around the corner (Jan. 
22, 1973). Twelve years and 


-millions of abortions later, 


when the Court’s reasoning in 
the abortion cases is used by 
some to justify the destruction 
of the handicapped by infanti- 
cide and the old and sick by 
euthanasia, at a time when the 
human race. itself is threat- 
ened by the spectre of nuclear 
extinction, the bishops’ deci- 
sion looks inspired. It seems 
nothing short of providential 
that the Church should have in 
place a program that pro- 
claims the sanctity of life at 
every stage and fosters wide- 
ranging efforts for its promo- 
tion and protection. 


Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
is the current Chairman of the 
Bishops’ Committee for Pro- 
Life Activities, under whose 
auspices the annual Respect 
Life Program is conducted. 


“The major goal of the pro- 
gram is the shaping of a con- 
sensus in the Church. that 
respect for all human life is 
the basic principle inspiring 
concern and practical efforts 
on specific life issues,’’ Cardi- 
nal Bernardin said. ‘‘That con- 
sensus, then, must be joined to 
the task of sharing our vision 
with the wider society,’’ Car- 
dinal Bernardin explained. 

The 1984-85 Respect Life 


.ton, 


J. 
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Program begins in dioceses 


“throughout the country on 


Sunday, Oct. 7. As in past 
years, the Pro-Life Committee 
has developed a series of all 
new materials to assist di- 
oceses, parishes, schools, 
Catholic health facilities. and 
others to implement the pro- 
gram at the local level. These 
materials include liturgical 
suggestions for Respect Life 
Sunday, fliers, posters, and a 
comprehensive program man- 
ual featuring seven major ar- 
ticles. 

The complete 1984-85 Re- 
spect Life Program materials 
(the articles in this supple- 
ment are excerpted) can be 
obtained from the NCCB Pro- 
Life Committee, 1312 Massa- 
chusetts ave., N.W., Washing- 
D.C. 20005. (Costs: 
manual, $1.95; poster, $1; 
fliers, $4/100; single copies of 
liturgical suggestions and clip 
art, free; poster and flier are 
also available in Spanish. ) 
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based on what parents and 
others suggested: We love 
you. You are good. Or, per- 
haps, the opposite. The child 
added to his or her self-con- 
cept through other experi- 
ences — chances to explore 
self and outer world, opportu- 
nities to learn and to achieve. 
But when the child reaches 
the teen years, he or she must 
examine the question direct- 
ly: Who am I? It has become 
clear he no longer can be just 
John Smith’s oldest son; she 
no longer merely the McCar- 
thy girl. The search for a sepa- 
rate and unique identity is the 
prod that pushes teens to dis- 
tance themselves from their 
families, to reject parental 
rules_and values, to cling to 
the peer group in the hope of 
catching a glimpse of their 
“real’’ selves. Emotions soar 
and plummet, depending on 
how they feel about them- 
selves in a given moment. 
_Their emotional turmoil is 
complicated by their physical 
maturation. Sexual devel- 
opment comes earlier now 
than it ever has — as young as 
10 years of age in girls and 12 
years in boys. Young adoles- 
cents find their bodies grow- 
ing and changing in 
mysterious ways which they 
barely understand. The physi- 
cally precocious are embar- 


rassed and self-conscious; the - 


late bloomers are chagrined 
and anxious. And all of them 
wonder: Am I normal? Along 
with the physical changes 
come sexual urges and feel- 
ings as well as curiosity which 
entices them to listen to the 
explanations and claims of 
their peer group as well as 
commercial hucksters. 

The task, then, on a physical 
and sexual level is to come to 
terms with their maturing 
sexuality, to integrate it into 
their total personality, to de- 
velop a strong sense of them- 
selves as male and female, to 
discover their roles in the fam- 
ily and in society. : 

Search for Values 

A key facet in the adolescent 

search for identity is the need 


to develop. values which are 


truly his or her own. 

The young child ‘learns’ 
values from parents on a pre- 
cognitive level. That is, the 
child accepts the beliefs of 
parents and other significant 
adults without truly examin- 
ing or reflecting upon them. 
But in adolescence, the young- 
ster’s powers of discernment 
grow; he becomes aware of al- 
ternatives. Dimly, perhaps 
uncomfortably, she perceives 
that perhaps Dad doesn’t have 
all the answers, that Mom 
isn’t always right. 

The stage is set for adoles- 
cence, when, armed with a 
growing ability to reason and 


think abstractly, the teenager 
begins to formulate his or her 


own point of view. No longer | 


can he live with — and by — 
the beliefs handed down by 
parents and preached by a 
childhood religion. She must 
search for and declare her 
own values as one more proof: 
Iam me! 

In the process, most adoles- 
cents rebel over relatively mi- 
nor issues such as clothing, 
makeup, house rules, choice of 
friends, study habits, what 
foods they’ll eat. Sometimes 
they assert themselves by re- 
fusing to attend Sunday Mass 
— a guaranteed way to shake 
up their parents who see this 
as shocking proof that the 
child has rejected his or her 
Christian upbringing. For the 
teen, the important thing is 
the assertion of his or her own 
will. 


Given the world in which 
young people are growing up, 
given the confusion of their 
own stage in life and the over- 
whelming variety of choices 
and life-styles available to 
them, the biggest challenge to 
adults is to help young people 
form values which are growth- 
ful and Christian. , 

To some people this mean 
teaching them values. But this 
is an unrealistic expectation. 
We who are parents, priests, 
educators or youth ministers 
do not really teach a value sys- 
tem. But we can support youth 
as they search for values and 
we can help to create a cli- 
mate in which they can per- 
ceive that the values we 
espouse (and hopefully live) 
have genuine merit. How, 
specifically, can we do this? 
By offering the following: 


e support in building self-es- 
teem 


; (Photo by Susie Fitzhugh) 
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION — Young people need 
strong role models — models who find joy and fulfillment in the 
living of their values, and who are willing to share the what, why 
and how of their beliefs. i 


© a deeper vision of sexuality 
© opportunities to minister to 
others 
e models for Christian living 


Models for Christian Living 

Values are ‘‘caught,’”’ not 
taught. Unfortunately, many 
of youth’s role models are far- 
out figures in the razzle-dazzle 
world of show business or pro- 


fessional sports, and use of — 


drugs, sexual promiscuity and 
crass materialism are some of 
the ‘‘values’”’ they blatantly 
express. 

There are also those whose 
operative value is the work 
ethic. Life is lived with one 
goal — financial security — 
and dreams, relationships and 
the beauty of a sunset are not 
part of their value system. 

The crisis of faith which 
many adolescents experience 
occurs in part because they 
suddenly see in the world the 
pain and evil not perceived be- 
fore. They discover violence, 
war and death and their ear- 
lier simple faith in a loving 
God is torn. 

But when there are strong, 
hopeful adults in their lives, 
teenagers can hold onto their 
belief that reality is trustwor- 
thy, that a higher Reason will 
overcome random evil. : 

Despite their protestations, 
our young people do want 
adult leadership and inspira- 
tion. They are well aware of 
their own lack of knowledge 
and experience, and they seek 
out adults they believe they 
can trust, trying to learn from 
them not by their words but by 
their living example. 


Valerie Dillon is the Direc- 
tor of Family Life for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 
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Handicapped Infants and Treatment Principles 


By RICHARD DOERFLINGER 

The death of a newborn baby in a Bloomington, 
Indiana, hospital in April 1982 ignited a public out- 
cry likely to have a permanent impact on American 
policies and attitudes regarding handicapped in- 
fants. 

“Baby Doe,” as he came to be known, was born 
with two distinct handicaps: Down’s syndrome, 
which results in a degree of mental retardation that 
cannot be predicted at birth, and an esophageal fis- 
tula that prevents food taken orally from reaching 
the stomach. 

- Although the latter condition was correctable by 
surgery, the baby’s parents — in consultation with 
their obstetrician — decided that their child, who 
might have a low ‘“‘quality of life’’ due to slow men- 
tal development, should not survive. The parents 
refused corrective surgery and asked that intrave- 
nous nourishment and water not be given to the 
baby. The hospital’s pediatric staff petitioned the 
courts to order life-saving treatment but were re- 
buffed — first by a county court judge, then by the 


Indiana State Supreme Court, which reportedly ar- | 


gued that such neglect was one responsible medical 
option among others. Although several families of- 
fered to adopt the baby and see that’he was treated 
and cared for, they too were turned down. Six days 
after his birth, in an empty room in the adult ward 
where sympathetic pediatric nurses could not at- 
tempt to feed him, Baby Doe died from neglect and 


dehydration. Eye-witnesses later reported that he © 


had cried from hunger for’ the first four days, until 
he was too weak to cry any longer. 


A History of Neglect 
The harsh reality of a death by dehydration, cou- 
pled“with the fact that it had been sanctioned by a 
state’s highest court, turned this case into a water- 
shed in the debate over infanticide. Yet it was not 
an isolated incident; similar cases have been re- 


ported with some regularity in medical journals 
‘over the past decade, and occasionally in the popu- 


lar press as well. 

In 1973, in the prestigious New England Journal 
of Medicine, Dr. Anthony Shaw recounted numer- 
ous cases from his own practice comparable to the 


“Baby Doe’’ case — including one in which an in- 


fant died of dehydration several days after birth. 
Dr. Shaw defended his ‘‘quality of life’ ethic as one 
which ‘‘contrasts sharply with the rigid ‘right to 
life’ philosophy, which categorically opposes abor- 
tion, for example.’’ ; 

In the same issue of the Journal, Doctors Ray- 
mond Duff and A.G.M. Campbell reported that 14 
percent of the deaths in the Yale-New Haven Hospi- 
tal’s intensive-care nursery from January 1970 to 
June 1972, 43 deaths in all, were due to withholding 
treatment. They discussed two cases in particular 
—y4one at Yale-New Haven and another at Johns 
Hopkins in Baltimore — that were essentially iden- 


tical to the ‘‘Baby Doe’”’ case. Their account con- 


cluded: “If working out these dilemmas in ways 
such as those we suggest is in violation of the law, 
we believe the law should be changed.”’ 

Opinion surveys have shown that such views are 
not rare among pediatricians and pediatric sur- 
geons. In 1977, the journal of the American Acade- 
my of Pediatrics revealed that 76.8 percent of the 
pediatric surgeons responding to one survey would 
“acquiesce in parents’ decisions to refuse consent 
for surgery in a newborn with intestinal atresia if 
the infant also had Down’s syndrome,”’ while only 
7.9 percent would acquiesce if the infant did not 
have Down’s syndrome. Further, 23.6 percent said 
they would encourage the parents to refuse consent 
for such surgery if the child had Down’s syndrome, 
and only 3.4 percent said they would seek a court or- 
der for treatment if the parents refused it. One can 
conclude from such data that the ‘‘quality of life’’ 
ethic is the norm in American medicine today. One 
might also conclude that existing laws designed to 
protect children from medical neglect are being en- 
forced in a manner that quietly discriminates 
against handicapped children because physicians 
do not see a duty to report violations of the law 
when the children are mentally retarded or other- 
wise handicapped. 


mee: x (Photo by Susie Fitzhugh). 


HANDICAPPED INFANTS DESERVE EQUAL 
TREATMENT — Judgments about the relative value 
of a mentally impaired child’s life compared with the 
lives of other children are inappropriate, as would be 
similar judgments based on sex, race or social class. 5 


“Every human being 
regardless of age or condition 
possesses inherent value and 
dignity because he or she is 
made in the image and likeness 
of God.” 


Principles for Treatment 

At the practical level, one may ask: Is the issue 
really so clearcut? Doesn’t the Church itself allow 
the withholding of “‘extraordinary’’ treatment even 
when it may lead to a patient’s death? Is every 
withdrawal of life-prolonging treatment from a 
handicapped newborn an act of ‘‘infanticide’’? 

Such questions were raised concerning the ‘‘Baby 
Doe”’ incident; news reports noted that the baby’s 
parents were Catholic and that they had consulted a 
priest about ‘‘extraordinary means”’ before decid- 
ing to withhold treatment from the newborn son. 
But such questions were more apparent in the Cath- 
olic community when the case of “‘Baby Jane Doe”’ 
became a matter of public debate. 

On Oct. 11; 1983, ‘Baby Jane Doe”’ was born in a 
New York hospital with spina bifida and the related 
condition of hydrocephaly or “‘water on the brain.”’ 
Her parents would not permit surgegy to close her 
spinal lesion or to drain excess fluid from her skull, 
but they did agree that she should receive ‘“‘palia- 
tive care,” including food, water and antibiotics. 
Lawsuits claiming that surgery routinely given to 
other children with spina bifida had been discrimi- 
natorily withheld from Baby Jane Doe because she 
was likely to be mentally retarded were brought 
against both the parents and the hospital; the suits 
have been rejected thus far by state and federal 
courts. 

Medical experts have provided widely differing 

views of this case. Some claim that even if the sur- 


* 


gery were performed, the child would be bed-rid- 
den, short-lived and severely retarded. Others note 
that infants with all of the medical problems of 
Baby Jane Doe have grown up to have normal intel- 
ligence and to walk with braces. Some experts on 
the treatment of spina bifida claim that the ‘‘less 
aggressive’’ route taken by Baby Jane Doe’s paren- 
ts may not only shorten her life, but also reduce the 
“‘quality”’ of her life as well, because spinal surgery 
might have reduced the extent of her paralysis and 
a shunt to drain excess fluid from her brain would 
have reduced the likelihood of mental disability. 

Faced with such complex cases, what guidance 
does the Church offer to encourage morally respon- 
sible decisions? That guidance might be summed 
up under the following principles: 

1. There is no morally significant distinction be- 
tween actions and omissions intended to cause 
death. The Vatican’s 1980 Declaration on Euthana- 
sia, for example, condemned all forms of euthana- 
sia, and defined euthanasia as ‘‘an action or an 
ommission which of itself or by intention causes 
death, in order that all suffering may in this way be 
eliminated’? (emphasis added). Thus, omitting 
life’s basic necessities can accurately be described 
core if the intent is to cause an infant’s 

leath. 


2. Notwithstanding the absence of a direct intent 
to cause death, a patient is morally obliged to re- 
quest (and a physician morally obliged to provide) 
treatment that is “‘ordinary’’ — that is, treatment 
which offers a reasonable hope to benefit and is not 
excessively burdensome. One is not obliged, but is 
certainly permitted, to request treatment that is 
“extraordinary’’ in the sense that it is complex, 


- burdensome and of uncertain benefit. 


- 3. One distinguishes between ‘“‘ordinary’’ and 
“extraordinary’’. means by assessing the burden 
and benefit of a particular treatment to the patient 
-and his or her family — not by assessing the value 
of the. patient or the patient’s life to himself or oth- 


_ ers. The preservation of life should be seen as a ben- 


efit to the treatment — even when there may be no 
other benefit. 


4. In the case of children or mentally incompetent 
adults (those unable to understand and make choic- 
es about medical treatment), those who speak on 
their behalf are obliged to request that ‘‘ordinary”’ 
means of preserving life are provided. A handicap- 
ping condition, in and of itself, is not a valid reason 
for withholding treatment that would be considered 
“ordinary’’ for other patients. Nor should a medi- 


cally useful treatment be considered as offering no 


benefit solely because it cannot correct an underly- 
ing handicap. 


5. When persons speaking on behalf of a child (or 
an incompetent adult) must decide about treatment 
that is not clearly ‘’ordinary,’’ they must interpret 
the wishes or best interests of the patient to the best 
of their ability. One must not assume that a mental 
or physical handicap automatically renders optio- 
nal a treatment that competent people would gener- 
ally request for themselves. (There is little 
evidence that handicapped people refuse treatment 
generally desired by non-handicapped persons or 
that they have any less will to live. Pediatricians 
specializing in the needs of severely handicapped 
children have testified that the opposite is true. ) 


6. Parents bear a special responsibility for the 
welfare of their children, and one assumes that they 
are trying to serve their child’s best interests unless 
there is evidence to the contrary. However, parents 
do not’ have a special right to determine their 
child’s lifespan. They are bound by the same objec- 
tive moral limits as other proxies are. (Some have 
reduced this controversy to a question of ‘‘who de- 
cides?’’ But when a child’s life is endangered be- 
cause parents are neglecting their moral. 
responsibilities, the question of ‘‘who decides?”’ is 
less important than the fact that everyone aware of 
the situation should do what he or she can to protect 
the child’s life. ) 


Richard Doerflinger is the Legislative Assistant 
to the NCCB Committee for Pro-Life Activities. 
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Spirituality And 


Persons With Disabilities — 


By 
SISTER RITA BAUM, S.S.J. 


“Does God understand your 
sign language?’’, asked the 
catechist of the class of prima- 
ry grade deaf children. 

“No, God doesn’t know sign 
language,”’ said one child, 
‘because God is hearing;. and 
hearing people don’t know 
sign.” 

“I think God knows some,”’ 
said another, ‘‘because maybe 
some deaf people died and 
went to heaven and taught 
God sign language.”” ° 

And a third offered, ‘“‘God al- 
ways sees me talking with my 
friends; and God copies me 
and learns my signs.”’ 

Instinctive Need to Pray 

Imagine the spiritual conse- 
quences of thinking that God 
doesn’t know your language! 
Consider the task of the cat- 
echist who must learn not only 
a new language but a new cul- 
ture, depending mainly on the 
concrete experiences of God’s 
presence. The sounds that are 
inspiring for a hearing person, 
and the impressions that come 
through mental and emotional 
experiences of prayer, must 
be translated creatively into 
something that is visual and 
concrete. 

But even for one with speech 
and hearing impairments, the 
need to pray is instinctive. 
And while catechists are de- 
veloping educational — pro- 
grams for some _ special 
groups, others are beginning 
out of their own inner needs 
and desires. One deaf woman 
spoke of her childhood: 


Before starting school I 
noticed each night my 
mother and sister would 
kneel, make the Sign of the 
Cross, pray, then make the 
Sign of the Cross again, and 
go to bed. Having no idea 
what they were doing, but 
feeling attracted by the at- 
titude and posture, I decid- 
ed to do the same thing 
privately in my room. I 
made the gesture of the 
Sign of the Cross; then, 
having seen their mouths 
move, but not knowing the 
words they used, I said the 
only thing I knew: ‘One, 
two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight, nine, ten’ — 
then, the Sign of the Cross 
again, and I went to bed 
with a peaceful feeling. And 


I continued that each night 
for two years before I 
started school and learned 
another way to pray. 


When this woman did learn 
‘another way to pray”’ she au- 
tomatically thought that her 
counting was silly, and cer- 
tainly not prayer. As with 
most deaf people, her reli- 
gious education was meager. 
Only as an adult did she learn 
that there were many ways of 
communicating with God, and 
that often, when following her 
natural inclination toward re- 
flection, she was unknowingly 
praying. 

Spiritual Direction 

Because they often spend so 
much time alone, people with 
severe physical disabilities — 
including those who hear very 
well — have sometimes been 
called ‘‘natural contempla- 
tives.”’ But without the love of 
some special people and the 
support of a community, the 
person’s response to life is apt 
to be one of pity and withdra- 
wal from even the possibilities 


of interaction. If they are 


called to contemplation, per- 
haps we are called to be their 
source of encouragement to 
live out that call — to pray 
with them and for them and to 
be their friend. There is also a 
need for adult education and 
spiritual direction. These are 
as vital to the person with a 
disability as to any other per- 
son. 

Faith and Sharing retreats 
welcome retarded persons 
and strive to bring out the 
spiritual gifts that these spe- 
cial people are to the commu- 
nity — their unhesitating 
simplicity that gently calls 
others to be in touch with what 
is most real in their own lives. 
Participation in Faith and 
Sharing retreats is not limited 
to retarded persons. All in the 
Church are welcome — reli- 
gious, lay, married, single, 
old, young, even babies. Jean 
Vanier, whose philosophy 
serves as the foundation for 
the retreats, says that babies 
have a place on retreat. While 
others hide their needs behind 
masks, the baby cries to show 
hunger, or crawls onto moth- 
er’s lap for a hug. Vanier says 
retreatants need such witness 
and encouragement to be 
more open with one another. - 

All persons, no matter what 
disabilities they may have, 


CE SR ED, 


“Too often disabled persons 
have felt rejection; they need 
assurance that they are not 
only welcome, but needed.” 
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are invited to join the Church 
community at a Faith and 
Sharing retreat. Generally, 
about one-third of the total 
group is comprised of persons 
with obvious disabilities. By 
the time the retreat ends (usu- 
ally five days) everyone has 
had an opportunity to tran- 
scend the barriers and to va- 
lue the faith experiences of 
one another. 

Another retreat experience, 
Handicapped Encounter 
Christ (H.E.C.), is geared to- 
ward persons with physical 
disabilities. An important as- 
pect of the H.E.C. program is 
a presenting team which in- 
cludes speakers who them- 
selves have physical 
disabilities. 

Family Support 

In providing education, re- 
treats, emotional support and 
spiritual direction for disabled 


ee 


Be 


persons, the needs of all fami- 
ly members must be consid- 
ered. When parents are first 
told that their baby has a 
handicap, they themselves 
need emotional and spiritual 
support. Later, as they plan 
for the baby’s Baptism, a sen- 
sitive pastor might adapt the 
ceremony to include prayers 
and explanations that help all 
in the family to welcome this 
new life with joy and to under- 
stand that there is no need to 
pity baby or parents. 

As the disabled child takes 
his or her place in the family, 
there is a continuum of 
stresses on individual family 
members, the parents’ mar- 
riage relationship, and sibling 
self-concepts and interperso- 
nal relationships. These can 
tend toward bitterness and 
alienation. But they can also 
bring the family closer in mu 


pale 


tual love and concern that 
reaches far beyond the imme- 
diate family. Thus, providing 
for the spiritual needs of the 
disabled person must be seen 
in light of an overall pastoral 
concern for the entire family, 
with the fears and gifts that 
each brings to the family unit. 

: A New Vision 

When we share in the spiri- 
tual lives of disabled persons, 
it is necessary to recall that 
everyone must accept suffer- 
ing, some more than others. 
To attempt to take away the 


_ struggle is to control the life of 


the person and to prevent 
growth from occurring. 

Sister Rita Baum, a mem- 
ber of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of St. Augustine, Florida, is 
the Executive Director of the 
National Catholic Office for 
Persons with Disabilities, 
Washington, D.C. 


(Photo by Abraham Menasche) 


DISABLED PEOPLE NEED LOVE AND SUPPORT. Like everyone else, disabled persons need the 
love of special people and the support of a community to lead full and enriching lives. 
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Letters... 


. Continued 


Continued from page 4 
‘Positive’ 
I think your column was a very positive 


characterizatinn of Southeast. I[ 
appreciate it very much. 


William D. Jones 
Councilman, 4th Dist. 


Henry David Thoreau, in one of his 
essays said: ‘‘It is not so important that 
the government make laws, but that it do 
what is right.’” No government has the 
right to usurp or ignore the authority of 
God, from whom all authority is derived. 
For a government to condone actions that 
are wrong implies that this is permissible 
simply because they have the power to be 
wrong and get away with it. 


The Nazi government, under Hitler, 
chose to do what was wrong. It refused to 
recognize a higher power than their own 
perverse wills. The holocaust, in which 
six million Jews perished, resulted 
because the Nazi government exercised 
not the right, but the freedom to do what 


was wrong. 


The freedom of choice is given to 
everyone. Without free will we would all 
be on the animal level, depending upon 
instinct instead of intelligent action. 


We are all the creation of God. We are 
the masterpieces of His creation. None of 
us have been given_the right to deny life to 
the unborn. The freedom to do wrong is 
ours, but the necessity for doing right is 
obvious. The voice of conscience can be 
silenced, the challenge of life can be 
rejected and the consequences 
experienced...the rewards of sacrifice be 
not received. 


There is no issue that can confront any 
nation on earth more important than to 
safeguard the right to life of those who are 
to be future citizens of their lands. 


The grievous sin of abortion afflicts the 
people of this generation. We cannot 
wage war against unborn children and 
not destroy ourselves. We all think highly 
of ourselves, even though we weren’t 
much to start with. It has been said that 
the closest a person can come to the touch 


of God is the touch of a baby. 


Bob Wangler 
Lemon Grove 


Fr. Dalton ‘naive’ 


I have noticed Father Patrick Dalton’s 
response (9-13) to the excellent letter of 
Mrs. Patton (8-30) in the Southern Cross 
and his appeals to the Baltimore 
Catechism on the three conditions 
necessary for mortal sin. It is noteworthy 
that it was Father Dalton and not Mrs. 
Patton who brought up the question of 
mortal sin. 


Now it happens that I know the 
Baltimore Cathechism very well indeed, 
and devoutly wish it were not so badly 
neglected in our day. 


Whether Ms. Ferraro is guilty of 
mortal sin or not is certainly not for me to 
say, nor for Father Dalton, nor for Mrs. 
Patton. 


However, it is most naive for Father 
Dalton to state blandly, as he does, ‘‘that 
she (Ms. Ferraro) does not give full 
consent of her will to abortions,’’ when 
she herself states ‘‘I strongly support a 
woman’s right to choose that option 
(abortion) and I favor federal funding of 
abortions.’’ To support and freely fund 
any activity is, of course, to give full 
consent of the will to that activity. 


indeed amazing what rationalization can 
do to a human conscience. 


Father Russell Wilson 
E] Cajon 


‘Ask victims’ 


I was interested in your reference to 
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy. I knew the 
senator was supposed to be the cause of 
many un-American activities but this is 
the first that I have heard that religion or 
a religious test was involved in his one- 
man stand to stem the progress of internal 
communism. Abortion and pornography 
would have happened in the late 50s if it 
hadn’t been for the senator. Perhaps you 
can ask victims of religious tests? 


Jim F. Sheehan, Jr. 
San Diego 


‘Authentic’ Catholicism 


This note to the editor is long overdue. 
For 43 years we have been reading the 
Southern Cross; Father Louis Copestake 
is the best editor it has ever had. It gives 
us both the local scene and _ national 
Catholic coverage; it gives us the 
authentic Catholic standpoint, but does 


not hide ‘‘the other side of the coin;’’ we 
appreciate Father’s editorials, but also are 
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direct role in God's work. 
As Citizens we are a link 
between Church and 
Government because we 
are the government. We 
must protect our rights to 
Conscience on all 
Legislation. Life Newsletter 
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National Coalition of 
spiritually-motivated prolife 
citizens. Become 
associated — receive 
monthly newsletter $5 year. 
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Seminary secretary has witnessed many changes 


By Veronica Garcia 


ALCALA PARK — Most people think of a vocation as 
entry into the priesthood or a Religious order. However 
one of anumber of definitions found in the dictionary for 
vocation is ‘‘the work in which a person is regularly 
employed.’’ Therefore it could be said that although she is 
neither a priest nor a Sister, Mary Grosse has a vocation. 


Since 1962 Grosse has worked as.a seminary secretary. 
She began her career at the minor seminary in E] Cajon 
while Father (now Archbishop) John Quinn was rector. 


FOUR. YEARS later the minor seminary was 
incorporated into Immaculate Heart (major) Seminary at 
the University of San Diego. The move enabled 
seminarians to earn college credit for their studies, 
something unavailable at the non-accredited East County 
facility. 

Because she began her career before the conclusion of 
the Second Vatican Council, Grosse has witnessed many 
changes. When she began working, none of the 
seminarians was allowed to speak to her. If they required 
her assistance, they had to write her notes, she said. 


“Only the rector of the seminary could speak to me 
then,’’ she said. ‘‘Sometimes I would go out for lunch 
and while I was out some of the seminarians would leave 
cokes or candy bars on my desk. I never knew who’d left 
them,’’ Grosse said. 

IN CONTRAST, today’s seminarians pop in and out 
of her office with various vocalized requests. During the 
course of this interview at St. Francis Seminary, students 
came in to ask her about parking stickers, light bulbs and 
cashing checks. 


Twenty-two years ago seminarians wore cassocks and 
were allowed to speak to one another only during certain 
times of the day, she said. 


Now seminarians wear blue jeans, T-shirts and 
sneakers. 


IN 1962, seminarians were’ not allowed to leave the 
San Diego area. They could leave the seminary grounds 
only with their families for a short time, she said. Only 
their parents could visit them on Sunday. They also could 
not make phone calls, she added. 


Students are now required to be present for Mass, 
evening meal and must also observe the nightly curfew. 


But, aside from this, today’s seminarians have a lot of 


freedom, Grosse said. 


A‘seminarian’s mail was also subject to scrutiny when 
she first began as secretary. However, she said, 
Archbishop Quinn refused to. open seminarians’ letters 
during her second year. 


WHILE ARCHBISHOP Quinn was rector he 
instituted a number of changes which helped to ‘“‘break 
the strictness’’ of seminary life, she said. She recalled with 
satisfaction the day she heard ‘‘the guys holler at her from 
the church tower.’’ 


The most dramatic change in seminary life occurred in 
1968 when Immaculate Heart Seminary closed, Grosse 
said. Seminarians were then permitted to go to other 
colleges to study theology after completing their 
undergraduate work at USD. This enabled seminarians 
to lead less cloistered lives, she added. 


After consulting with the seminary’s rector, students 
may go to St. Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park; St. John’s 
Seminary, Camarillo; the Catholic University of 
America, Washington D.C.; or another (major) seminary 


“in the United States or Rome for theological studies, she 


said. 


Vocations 1984 


SEMINARIANS SPEND four years studying 


theology at a major seminary, she explained. They are 


made deacons after their third year; at the conclusion of 
their fourth year they are ordained, she said. 

Post-Vatican II changes have been good, she believes. 
For example, one of the changes permitted students to 
attend coed classes at USD. She thinks this has made for 
‘‘better priests’? because they were able to discover ‘‘what 
the world was made of.”’ 

Many students have come and gone over the course of 
Grosse’s secretarial career at the seminary. She said she is 
always pleased to follow the course of former students 
lives. 

‘SPECIAL PEOPLE are chosen to come into this 
work,”’ she said. ‘‘You have to have special qualities to be 
a priest...not everyone applies and not all make it.”’ 

Her desk blotter is overflowing with photographs of 
former seminarians. ‘‘I love all of them,’’ Grosse said. 
They have all had ‘‘a special place in my life.”’, 


Mary Grosse 


Among the photos is one of Father Richard 
Duncanson, the present rector of St. Francis Seminary. 
Grosse recalls his being a ‘‘reserved and orderly”’ 
student. ‘‘He has not changed one bit,’’ she added. 


SHE REMEMBERS Father Joseph Carroll, director 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Center, as ‘‘an instigator’’ and 
“top operator.’’ He was a great salesman, she said. 
“‘He’s in a field where he belongs now (operating St. 
Vincent’s).’’ Raising money to help others is ‘‘his 
talent,’’ she added. 

Many seminarians call her ‘“‘mom’’, she said. ‘‘Even 
those who’ve been ordained call me their second mom,’’ 
she said, beaming. 


‘ 


Over the years, she has become friends with a number 
of the students’ mothers, she said. ‘“Their mothers are 
extra special people. That’s what has made these boys 


who they are,’’ Grosse said. 


SAINT FRANCIS SEMINARY 


ESTABLISHED TO TRAIN MEN 


FOR SERVICE 


AS DIOCESAN PRIESTS 
IN THE DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


CONTACT: 


Fr. Peter M. Escalante/Sr. Bonnie Pelloux 
Directors of Vocations 
St. Francis Seminary 
1667 Santa Paula Drive 
San Diego, CA 92111 


293-7867. 
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Vocations strong in South as West lags 


By Jerry Filteau 


WASHINGTON (NC) — _ Southern states are 
recruiting men for the priesthood at a better rate than 
elsewhere in the country. The worst rates are in the far 


’ West and New England. 


The high rate in the South ‘‘took us by total surprise’’ 
said Dean Hoge, one of the researchers who uncovered 
the data. He offered several possible explanations for the 
phenomenon, including higher priest-to-people ratios, 
more traditional religious values and the minority 
position of Catholics in that part of the country. 


HOGE, FATHER Raymond Potvin and Kathleen 
Ferry, sociologists at the Catholic University of America, 
are co-authors of the recently published book, Research on 
Men’s Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life, 
which included the regional data along with a wide range 
of other research on vocations in the United States. 


Using easily obtainable figures for transitional deacons 
(seminarians in their final year of preparation for the 
priesthood) the researchers found that between 1978 and 
1982 the highest ratio of deacons to total Catholic 
population occurred in North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Alaska. 


They said an exception to the general pattern of low 
vocation rates in the West and Northwest was the high 
rate for sparsely populated Alaska. This’ was due to 
successful programs of recruiting priests from the outside 
in two of Alaska’s three dioceses, they said. 

BREAKING THE figures down into the 13 regions 
established by the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, the researchers found that Region IV (Atlantic 


states from Delaware and Maryland down to Florida) and — 


Region V (Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee 
and Kentucky) averaged about 2.2 transitional deacons 
per 100,000 Catholics during the years studied. 

By contrast, the median group, Region IX (Kansas, 
Nebraska, Missouri and Iowa) had 1.5 transitional 
deacons per 100,000 Catholics. The New England region 


ranked second from the bottom with 1.1 per 100,000 and - 


the lowest region — Hawaii, California and Nevada — 
had only 0.9 per 100,000. 


“‘At first, when we saw these results, we just didn’t 
believe it’’ said Hoge. 


‘““ EMPIRICALLY, WE don’t know the reason’’ he 
said. ‘‘Very likely it is because the South is more 
traditionally religious. Its whole culture hasn’t gone 
through the counterculture of the 1960’s. The South is the 
most. conservative region of the nation on many. social 
attitudes, and it is the region with the overall highest rate 
of church attendance.”’ 


Other research cited in the book indicated that celibacy 
and: lifetime commitment, which. formerly were not 
obstacles to adequate vocation recruitment in the United 
States; have become significant obstacles today because of 
changing attitudes about sexuality and personal freedom 
in America. 

The researchers found that those cultural changes have 
not affected vocation recruitment in mainstream 
Protestant denominations, which do not require celibacy 
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or a strict lifetime commitment from their ministers. 


HOGE SAID that the researchers also compared 
Catholic vocation rates with several other factors that they 
thought could be relevant. 


Whether a diocese had a major seminary within its 
boundaries turned out to have no statistical relationship to 
its rate of vocations, he said, but the analysis uncovered a 
high correlation between vocations and two other factors. 


One was a high priest-to-Catholic ratio. “‘Perhaps the 
more priests a diocese has per 1,000 laity, the more 
contact is possible between priests and_ potential 
vocations,’’ Hoge commented. 


THE OTHER association they found has a reverse 
correlation between vocation rates and the concentration 
of Catholics in the population. Where Catholics are a 
smaller minority of the general population, as in the 
South, the rate of vocations tended to be higher. But 
highly Catholic states such as Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island and Louisiana, tended to produce fewer vocations 
per Catholic. ‘‘Apparently, a geographic concentration of 
Catholics is not productive in furnishing vocation”? Hoge 
said. 


Serrans delay decision 
on female membership 


By NC NEWS 


Serra International, the Catholic laymen’s 
organization promoting vocations to the priesthood and 
Religious life, has put off a decision on whether to admit 
women after only half the Serra clubs worldwide 
responded to a survey on the subject. 


‘*At this time it doesn’t seem like a pressing thing,’’ 
Nancy Cashman, spokeswoman for the Chicago-based 
organization, said in early September. 


IN DECEMBER the organization mailed surveys to 
each local club. Admitting women to Serra would require 
a vote by delegates at an. international convention, but 
because of the sparse return of surveys no vote was taken 
at the June convention in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Ms: Cashman said: : 


Ms. Cashman said that of the completed surveys, only 
30 percent were ‘‘strongly for’’ admitting women in the 
clubs. The surveys returned were ‘‘distributed evenly”’ 
amon the 480 clubs throughout the world, she added. 


A long-range planning committee formed in 1983 
began discussing admitting women to Serra. Ms. 
Cashman said no action would be taken on it for at least a 
year. 


‘The Religious of the Incarnate Word , 2 


PRAY FOR 
VOCATIONS 


Do you feel called to live your life 
lovingly for Christ and the needy? 


Will you respond to His call? 


THE SISTERS OF NAZARETH devote 
themselves to the care of aged ladies 
and gents, to needy children and to 
unmarried mothers and their babies. 
They also teach in Parish Schools and 
conduct Catechetic classes. In Africa 
they do Missionary work. 


Contact: 


Regional Superior, Nazareth House 
3333 Manning Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 U.S.A. 


THE INCARNATE 


because of their baptism and : 
consecration to God, must participate || 
in the redeeming mission Christ has 
entrusted to His Church. 


For further information: 

Sr. Concepcion Zubieta, CVI 
1241 Fourth Avenue 

Chula Vista, CA 92011 

(619) 426-6726 
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By Jim DeJesus 


It was the weekend of St. Patrick’s Day that I attended 
the vocation retreat. Saturday afternoon it rained during 
our recreation period, but that didn’t seem to stop the 
diehards ‘at the volleyball court, which was set up across 
from the chapel. The rain did not flush away the wheezing 
amateurs playing basketball in front of the Kolbe Center. 


The rain seemed reminiscent of the fellowship that 
poured among the retreatants and seminarians alike, that 
afternoon and throughout the weekend. 


PREVALENT AS. fellowship was, it had not 
monopolized the holiday agenda. Spiritual education 
exercised. its dominance upon me. Unlike some ofthe 
other retreatants, I did not come in struggling with the 
decision of priesthood. As far as I was concerned, getting 
my $10 worth of food was my biggest motive for coming. 


I felt my vocation was void of any doubts, as assured as 
the rising of the sun and as clear as a Windexed window. 
All was perfect. I was perfect. I thought I had all the tools 
to do the job already; all I could do now was to do it well. 


During the weekend, God’s infinite wisdom or rather, 
humor, as I viewed it at times, proved my attitude wrong. 
Through the many activities I experienced a kind of 
malnutrition (a lack of spiritual qualities). 


FOR EXAMPLE, at a conference, a seminarian gave 
a talk on spirituality. He shared how he was able to open 
communication with God through his disgustingly superb 
poetry. The poet had reminded me of the creativity I did 
not possess — so much for spirituality. 


A similar incident occured throughout Mass. I couldn’t 
help but notice the vulgar harmony of talented voices. I 
did not dare sing a note else I would risk the wrath of God 
by disturbing the serenade His earthly choir of angels 
performed. Why was I not gifted with ‘“‘cords of gold?’’ 


The Society of 


the Atonement 

We are an international Franciscan 
Community in-the Roman Catholic 
Church committed to Christian Unity 
and missionary service on behalf 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


FRIARS VOCATION OFFICE 
1925 N. Berendo Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
213-660-7734 


SISTERS VOCATION O} ‘ICE 


1800 Bedford Way 
Oildale, CA 93308 
805-399-5422 


We are men who seck to get aii to people. to 
get into the cracks and crevices of thew lives, and 


deeply experience their burts, their dreams, their 
fears, and their joys. 


We are a worldwide community of pnesis and 
brothers who care about each other and the men 
and women with whom we minister. 


We are people of mission, commutted to 
proclaiming the Gospel to others, especially the 
poor and abandoned. both in the Unuted Sates 
and in the distant reaches of the earth = from 
Melbourne to Stockholm, E) Paso to Zaire, Gdansk 
to Appalacia, or Mexicali to Tokyo. 


Whether its celebrating a festival in an Eskimo 
Village of the northern artic, confronung an unjust 
social situation in the fringes of a South Amencan 
city, comforting a Native Amencan in Northem 
Minnesota who struggies with the final moments 
of life, or ministering with a youth group in a 
South African city .. you will find us there 

sent to bring the Good News of jesus Christ. Do 
yYuucare? Join us in our mission 


666 So. Workman Street 
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Seminarian remembers vocations retreat experience 


The list of deficiencies went on as the gatherings 
continued. 


I had tumbled down from my lofty pedestal to 


depression. as I became filled with insecurity and 
uncertainty. My pride had been humbled. At this point, 
the emptiness of confusion brought on desperation, which 
knew of only one alternative, prayer. 


SO, SHAMEFACEDLY | approached God, awaiting 
a roar of laughter with snickers of ‘‘that’s what you get.” 
But instead, He sent me words of consolation as | 
crouched before Him with my discovered humility. I 
knew I was full of cracks, which were symbolic of my 
faults and weaknesses. 


In probably the most enlightening activity of the retreat 
schedule, the two-man discussion period, I received 
God’s consoling words. (During the discussion period a 
seminarian and retreatant ride off into the sunset to 
discuss any problems or to share any thoughts.) 


My newly found friend (sunset partner) revealed to me 
that I only recognized half of the humility game. The 
other half was to understand that in spite of my many 
faults, God unconditionally loves me and thought me 
beautiful enough to bless me with life and along the way 
He would fill in the cracks at His will. Such is the life of a 
disciple. 


IT WAS awesome to grow spiritually through 
fellowship. But just so-I wouldn’t forget that lesson in 
humility, God humored Himself by reinforcing the 


’ For further information 
Undergraduate or Graduate 


contact: 
, [Vocation Director 
P.O: Box 541, Desk C. 
University of Notre Dame, 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
(219) 239-6385". 


AOIAO NOLLVOOA 


(318) 361-2819/361-4617 


message during the last Eucharistic celebration. I had the 
last laugh though — I was not about to forget His 
teaching or the weekend. 


DeJesus 1s a 20-year-old University of San Diego sophomore 
and a first-year seminarian at St. Francis Seminary. He isa 
member of St. Charles parish, Imperial Beach. 


Outstanding Serran named 


SAN DIEGO — Richard Walloch of Mission San 
Diego de Alcala parish has been named ‘‘Outstanding 
Serran”’ by the Serra Club here. He will automatically be 
nominated by the club for the Harry J. O’ Haire Award to 
be presented at. the 1985 convention of Serra 
International to be held in New York City. 


The Harry J. O’Haire Award is presented by Serra 
International’s Board of Trustees and is the highest 
individual _award conferred by the _ international 
organization of Catholic men. 


SERRA INTERNATIONAL, which tries to. promote 


Religious vocations in the Church, is celebrating its 50th 
year. 

As a nominee for: the award, Walloch will compete 
against nominees of 485 other Serra clubs in 31 countries. 
In addition to 259 clubs in the United States, Serra clubs 
are located in Latin America, Canada, Australia, Europe, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines and many other 
areas. 

Walloch has been a member of the Serra Club of San 
Diego 12 years, said Woody Steichen, club president. He 
has held a number of offices, including district governor 
and club president. 


HE HAS especially helped in the chartering of Serra 
clubs in San Diego County’s northern area and to the 
counties of Orange, San Bernardino and Riverside, 
Steichen said. 


about the-Holy Cross Fathers’ 


- _ One- ‘Year Candidate Fregiam, p 


IS GOD CALLING YOU? 


FATHER DAMIEN ss.cc. 


“The political and journal- 
ist world can boast of very 
few heroes who compare 
with Father Damien of 
Molokat.... It is worth- 
while to look for the sources 


of such heroism. ’’ 
— Mahatma Gandhi 
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‘Nothing to be lost’ in attending vocations retreat, South Bay man says 


By Mark Sellers 


Has God called you and I to His priesthood? When the 
Archangel Gabriel told Mary that she would become 
Christ’s mother, she consented by saying, ‘‘Let it be 
done.’’ Mary said this out of complete love and trust in 
God. With that same spirit of love and’ trust in God, we 
will be able to, in time, truly answer that question. 


For now, though, what are we to do? Certainly, we do 
not choose God, it is God who chooses us and if He has 
called us to His priesthood, He will put into our hearts 
that desire. 


YET, ALTHOUGH God has given us this desire, that 
doesn’t mean He will make sure we become His priests. It 
is left to you and I to build and feed this desire through 
prayer and hard work. 


Someone who has the desire to. become a heart surgeon 
goes to school and absorbs himself in preparing and 
learning to be a good doctor. The desire is there and that 
person acts upon it, not knowing if later in his studies he 
will decide to do something else. Someone who has the 
desire to enter the priesthood may or may not go on to be 
ordained, yet this is unimportant because it would be 
better to have entered the seminary and left if it wasn’t 
that person’s actual calling, thar to have not gone in at all 
out of fear or indecision. 


At the age of 24 and after three years of preparing hard 
to become a doctor, I realized I had a strong desire to 
become a priest. I was suddenly faced with a dilemma 
because I knew I could be a good doctor and be happy 


~ with that kind of vocation. 


I NEEDED to make ‘a decision, so I talked to the 
directors of vocations (Sister Bonnie Pelloux and Father 
Peter Escalante) at St. Francis Seminary at the University 
of San Diego. They suggested I attend a seminarian 
retreat. That sounded good, so I went. 


The retreat is held on a weekend at the seminary and is 
for all men who feel they might have the calling to the 
priesthood. Each day of the weekend is filled with many 
different activities. The high point of each day is Mass. 
Each day begins and ends with a prayer service. 


At various times, all retreatants gather in the chapel to 
listen to some of the seminarians give short but enriching 
talks on’such things as seminary life, decision making and 
prayer. There is also time to play volleyball or basketball 
or just to talk with the seminarians. Many questions are 


Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word 
| The sick and the needy of 


-every kind call for our love 
and affection. 


What is your response? 
For more information write: 


Sr. Jane 

St. Mary Medical Center 
1050 Linden Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90813 


An invitation... 


To live in harmony, intent 
upon God, with love for the 
brothers and neighbor, sharing of 
all things, and at the service of 
the Church and our society: 
these are the simple and 
demanding elements of 
the Augustinian vocation. 


Rev. Gary E. Sanders, OSA 


DIRECTOR OF VOCATIONS 


TEL. 231-2814 233-9141 


Currently the Augustinians in the West are engaged in 
Parish, High School, Retreat, 
Spiritual Direction, Prison Chaplaining, Family & Youth 
Counseling, Foreign Missions, Adult Education and spe- 


the following ministries: 


answered on the weekend when the men pair off with the 
seminarians after each of the chapel talks. 


MANY KINDS of prayer are used during the weekend. 
Those who desire to become priests must lead a practical 
prayer life. The types of prayer retreatants are introduced 
to provide tools that can be used to lead a prayerful life. It 
is said that we must eat, drink, sleep and breathe prayer, 
for it is the most necessary means we use to protect our 
vocation. 


Another special part of the weekend is being able to 
listen to a panel of priests from various orders talk about 
each of their special duties and ways of life. This enables 
retreatants to see the many fascinating directions God’s 
call can lead. 


A panel of seminarians is available to talk about their 
calling to God’s service. 


ALTHOUGH A lot goes on during this retreat, each 
step is moved through prayerfully, quietly and joyfully. It 
is a spiritually moving weekend that refreshes the mind 


and soul. The weekend relaxes people and fills their hearts _ 


with God’s love and friendship. It is a weekend that can 
shed much light on whether God is calling someone to His 
priesthood. 


Everything is to be gained and nothing to be lost by 
going on this retreat. In the least, it will strengthen one’s 
prayer life and help one successfully live the vocation one 
is called to live — the loving service of God no matter 
what one becomes. 


The priesthood is a beautiful and special vocation and if 
you have a strong desire, or even a mediocre desire to 
become a priest, then go for it. Don’t chance losing your 
calling by putting it off for a later time. If you have the 
desire, pray to God and our Virgin Mary to help you 
fulfill the desire. Talk to your friends and family and 
parish priests about your thoughts. 


THE SEMINARY retreat is held at St. Francis 
Seminary twice a year. I encourage you to join us in 
celebrating God and His everlasting love. 


Sellers 1s a parishioner at St. Charles Church, Imperial Beach. 


‘Diverse group’ of women tries to discern God’s will 


By Kay Kenneally 


The vocations: office recognizes a need and sponsors a 
support group for women who are discerning. a call to 
Religious life. I found out about the support group from 
my parish priest. He suggested I call Sister Bonnie at the 
vocations office to get additional information. 


The group meets once a month with a different order at 
their residence. This provides an opportunity to 
understand Religious life better and offers a chance to ask 
questions about the various orders. 


THE WOMEN who participated last year were a 
diverse group that varied in age (18 to 37), experience and 
background. The group brings together women who are 
experiencing similar feelings and problems. It provides an 
interested friend who wants to help and above all, listen. 


The Sisters we met were all open and willing to share 
their experiences of Religious life. The Sisters of Mercy. 
— Tuam wanted to share accounts of their own calls to 
Religious life. We met Sister Helen Louise, CSJ, who 


AUSTIN HOUSE 
1605-28TH STREET 
Saw DIEGO. CA 92102 


cial interest in work among the poor including involve- 


ment in Mexican-American housing, an orphanage in 


Tijuana and a community advocacy program in minority 


neighborhoods. 


The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 


an 
| 


shared her observations about changes in Religious life 
since Vatican II and a lively discussion ensued. The 
Sisters of La Providencia House of Prayer provided and 
evening of prayer and self-examination. 


There were many evenings of laughter and sharing 
with a number of Religious orders. It would be impossible 
to mention them all. The encouragement and support the 
Sisters offered was. an invitation to hear and search the 
Lord’s call. 


FINALLY, OUR support groups helped those 
attempting to make a very important decision. It allowed 
them to witness to the fact that they love God very much 
and want to do His will. The journey to follow the Lord’s 
will is not an easy one. If you feel the need for a friend to 
help you on this journey, our support group may be what 
you are seeking. 


Kenneally 1s a psychiatric nurse working at an acute-care 
hospital. She 1s a member of Good Shepherd parish, where she 


serves as lector. 
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Vocations Office 


St. Mary’s Provincialate 


11999 Chalon Road 


Los Angeles, California 90049 


(213) 272-8016 


October 4, 1984, Southern Cross — 23 


ora ahspaincegeenshseali i liens bcd http A art 


By Dan Lackie 


PORTLAND, Ore. — Last weekend, 
with three other fellows, I moved into an 
apartment here. Before this we had met 
only briefly, and yet, along with five new 
neighbors in a house two doors away, we 
will be spending the next nine months in 
something mysterious called Franciscan 
prenovitiate. 


In plain terms, we will be ‘“‘trying on”’ 
Franciscan life — sharing our meals and 
household responsibilities, supporting 
common expenses by holding down jobs 
and sharing prayer and regular reflection 
and discussion of the life and rule of St. 
Francis. Under the supervision of the two 
friars living with us, we are considering 
joining the Order of Friars Minor, the 
Franciscans. 


IT WAS not one thing in particular 
that brought me here. Certainly there is 
the hope of brotherhood and a fruitful 
common life. St. Francis, too, sets such 
an example in his single-minded pursuit 
of Christ. Part of the attraction of the 
priesthood comes certainly from the 
priests that I have known and have in 
some way wanted to be like. 


On the negative side, more usual 
careers for which I have been educated do 
not hold any strong attraction. And at the 
same time, I want to commit my life to 
what I feel are my deepest desires and 
promptings. It was trusting those 
attractions, too, and the reassurance that 
if there is something more important or 
necessary for me than being a friar, God 
will grant me the good sense and grace to 
change my course. 


Until last February El Centro was my 
home and had been for three years. I 
grew up in Atlanta and finished college at 
Loyola University in New Orleans. In El 
Centro and Calexico there was much 
support for vocation as I sensed an 
attraction to Religious life and 
priesthood. Retreats at the seminary in 


Local man ‘tries on’ Franciscan life 


San Diego were especially helpful, 
providing rich time for exploring the next 
step and a sense that there is no harm in 
trying out seminary or Religious life. 


THE NEXT step for me was a move to 
Oakland to enroll at the Franciscan 
School of Theology and learn more about 
Franciscan life. This spring I applied to 
the prenovitiate program, was 
interviewed and accepted. It begins every 
September here in Portland. — 


For those who decide to continue, 
prenovitiate will be followed by novitiate 
year, a time of more formal reflection on 
Francis’ rule and the vows that he. asked 
of the brothers (poverty, chastity and 
obedience). Novitiate year is spent in 
various Franciscan communities, works 
and apostolates in Southern California 
and Mexico. 


The year ends with the novice’s ‘‘first 
promises’’ to live the rule of Francis. 
From there some begin work in one of the 
apostolates — teaching, parish work or 
one of the other diverse works for friars. 
Those who want to become priests begin 
studies at the Franciscan School in 
Berkeley. 


NOW, AROUND the apartment and 
house there is the excitement of this first 
step — new jobs, a new schedule of life. 
We try to balance solitude and group 
activity, our work and our commitment 
to our community. 


‘Vatican Council II recalled that 
effective collaboration for the increase of 
vocations is the duty of the whole 
Christian community.... Therefore all the 
baptized, each according to his or her 


condition, must be committed to render 
efficacious...the action of the Church in a 
sector of such importance for its life and 
its future.’? — Pope John Paul II during 
his 1984 message on World Vocations 
Day. 


Follow in the footsteps of St. Teresa and 
St. John of the Cross 


Lead a prayerful contemplative life. 


Preserve the spirit of grace and prayer as a 


DISCALCED CARMELITE 


WESTERN PROVINCE 
PRIESTS and BROTHERS 


For information call (714) 792-1047 
or write Fr. Jerome Lantry, OCD 
P.O. Box 446, Redlands, CA 92374 


EL CARMELO RETREAT HOUSE — Redlands 


Operated by the Discalced Carmelite Order 
offers general and specialized retreat facilities 


For availability and scheduling information, please contact: 


EL CARMELO RETREAT HOUSE 


Redlands, CA 92373 


P.O. Box 446 
(714) 792-1047 


PRAISE GOD — These young adults are just four of many who will attend special 
vocations Masses to be offered this year in several parishes by Father Peter 


Escalante of the vocations office. The men and women will serve as ushers, lectors 
and musicians and will wear their “Praise God” T-shirts. 


‘Don’t blame parents’ for shortage 


CHICAGO — Blame the priest 
shortage on Church resistance to change 
and not on lazy parents, stated a family 
expert in an article in U.S. Catholic, 
published here by the Claretian Fathers 
and Brothers. 


In the ‘‘Sounding Board’’ feature of 
the magazine, syndicated columnist 
Dolores Curran relates lay Catholics’ 
explanations for the declining interest in 
Religious life. As for solutions to the 
problem, Curran says many parents 
believe that priests and nuns should enlist 
for five and 10 years and then retire. U.S. 
Catholic readers, surveyed in advance of 
publication, agreed. Fifty-two percent 
were in favor of a_ short-term 
commitment; only 38 percent disagreed. 


POLL RESPONDANTS agreed that 
while most parents would be happy to see 
one of their children enter the Religious 
life, few would actually encourage them 
to do so. Curran gave five reasons why 
parents have these mixed feelings. 


Parents realize the stigma their 
children will face if they eventually decide 
to leave the Religious life. ‘‘In a culture 
where most people can expect to change 
professions two or three times in a 
lifetime, why can’t the Church consider 
less than lifetime commitments as well?’’ 
asks Curran. She suggests that retiring 
priests and nuns should be honored for 
the service they have performed, in the 
spirit of the gold watch and dinner. 


Many parents and their offspring have 
realized that the Religious life is not the 
only way to serve the Church. “‘The 
explosion in lay ministries indicates quite 
clearly that one need not be a priest or 
Sister or Brother to do important work in 
the Church.”’ 


FEW YOUNG people have extensive 
contact with priests or nuns. Overworked 
priests in many parishes have turned to 
the laity for help with the ‘‘less 
important”’ youth and campus ministries; 
these lay ministers often become role 
models for young people who consider 
working in the Church. 


Many young people and their parents 
are concerned with sexism. within the 
Church. Most parents believe that their 
children, male and female, are frustrated 
by the way women have been locked out 
of leadership roles in the Catholic 
Church, says Curran. They don’t want 
their children to be part of a structure that 
says women aren’t equal to men. 


Most’ parents can no longer direct 
children into a chosen profession. Even if 
they have the influence, many do. not 
want the responsibility of pushing their 
children into an unsatisfying career. 


IN MOST cases, U.S. Catholic readers 
support Curran’s assessment. Seventy 
percent of the readers surveyed felt that 
lifelong vows were appropriate for some 


people, but that shorter commitments 
should be allowed. 
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Sisters of St. Benedict 

St. Scholastica Convent 
P.O. Box 3489 

Ft. Smith, Arkansas 72913 


ve The EUDISTS 


€; 


(Congregation of Jesus and Mary) 


Serving in the Diocese of San Diego at: 


St. James Church and 
St. Leo Mission, Solana Beach 
Catholic Community Services, San Diego 
Marian High School, Imperial Beach 
San Diego State Univ. Newman Center 


Also serving in the dioceses of Buffalo, N.Y., Houston, Texas, and Lafayette, La. 


The Eudists, as priests, Brothers, and laymen, are called to witness Christ's love and mercy by 
the proclamation of the Word, by the development of ministries tor the Church, by the living of 


our Eudist way of sharing. 


For further information contact 


The Eudist Community 
2643 Homedale Street 
San Diego, CA 92139 
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U.S. vocations fall 


as world total rises 


By Father Kenneth J. Doyle 
VATICAN * CITY #(NG@)) <= The 
number of major seminarians worldwide 
is increasing while the United States is 
experiencing a steady decline, according 
to a Vatican statistical report covering 
1970-82. = 


From a low ‘point in 1975, worldwide 
seminarian enrollments have steadily 
risen and in 1982, the latest year for 
which figures were available, the number 
of major seminarians exceeded the total in 


1970. 


THE FINDINGS are contained in a 
report, The Evolution of the Number and 
the Territorial Distribution of Major 
Seminarians in the Period 1970-82 
compiled by the Vatican’s central office 
for Church statistics. 


Worldwide, the number of students in 
major seminaries in 1975 totaled 73,001. 


* This also. exceeds by 10 the students 


enrolled in 1970. 


Major seminaries are for. students 
enrolled in the four years of theological 
study immediately preceding ordination 
to the priesthood. 


THE BIGGEST jump occurred 
between 1981 and 1982, an increase of 
4,368 students, or 6.4 percent. 


In the United States the number of 
major seminarians has declined steadily; 
from 12,749 in 1970 to a low point of 
7,180 in 1982. ee 


_In the Vatican study, figures are 
reported individually for 29 countries 
having major Catholic populations. 


THE REPORT shows a_ sharp 
seminarian . increase in Third World 
countries; especially in South America 
and Africa. In Brazil, the country: with 
the world’s largest Catholic population, 
enrollments. rose from 2,024 students in 
1970 to 5,058 in 1982. In Zaire, the jump 
for the same period was from 459 to 
O55. 


Several Western European countries — 
most notably France, Italy and Spain — 
have experienced a decline in seminarian 


We are a 


Pencdicine 
Wornastic 


ConTemplaive 
Eucharistic 


Conny srynsepitey 


Share in the Ministry of Jesus as: 


For further information contact 


The EUDIST SISTERS 
(Sisters of Our Lady of Charity) 


Serving in the Diocese of San Diego at: 


St. Columba Parish, San Diego 
St. Patrick Church, Carlsbad 
Mary, Star of the Sea Parish, La Jolla 


Also serving in New York, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Texas, Florida, West Virginia, and Canada. 


Directors of Religious Education — Coordinators of Hispanic Ministry — Social Workers — Pastoral 
Ministers — Childcare Workers — Teachers — Nurses — Concerned Listeners. 
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NC sketch by Terry Graves 


GROWING CHURCH — As the number of Catholics in the United States continues to grow, the number of active diocesan 
priests continues to shrink as this chart shows. By the turn of the century, the number of active diocesan priests is projected to 


be about half the number serving today. 


enrollments since 1970. But in each case 
the trend was reversed, with enrollments 
jumping significantly between 1981 and 
1982. 


In Poland, the figures have climbed 
steadily from 4,100 in 1970 to 7,074 in 
1982. 


AVERAGE WORLDWIDE figures 
for 1982 show 90: major seminarians per 
one million Catholics. This is down from 
the 1970 ratio of 111.5 major seminarians 
per one million Catholics. 


The ratio in the United States is higher, 
with 139.6 major seminarians per one 
million Catholics. 


Ecuador has the lowest ratio, with 28.4 
major seminarians per one million 
Catholics. The highest ratio is in South 
Korea, with 539 major seminarians per 
one million Catholics. 


THE STUDY also has a ‘‘replacement 
factor’’ for priests, based on the number 
of seminarians. According to the 
replacement factor, under ideal circum- 
stances, priests working in a particular 
country could be replaced at an even pace 
if the number of major seminarians 


AuiTe TO: 


Benedictine Con. 

of Ferpctua\ Dorsior 
3888 Bducah Dr. 
Dan Diego, & 92117 


Sister Clare Peterson, OLC 
9025 Village Glen 
San Diego, CA 92123 
(619) 277-3932 


equals 


10 percent of the number of 
priests. ‘ 


Since circumstances often are not ideal 
— students leave the seminary before 
ordination, priests leave the active 
ministry and priests die before 40 years in 
the priesthood — the figure must be 
significantly in excess of 10 percent. to 
produce a steady replacement factor, the 
report said. 


The United States, where in 1982 
major seminarians equaled 12.4 percent 
of the priests, is therefore in a hazardous 
replacement situation. The worldwide 
replacement figure is 17.9 percent. The 
ratio ranges from 3.9 percent in France to 
109.3 percent in Nigeria. 


THE REPORT does not analyze the 
data. 


One table: correlates the number of 
seminarians per one million male 
inhabitants with such factors as the 
number of parishes, the number of 
pastoral workers in a country and per 
capita. income. The table shows an inverse 
proportion between the number of 
seminarians and a country’s per capita 
income. 

The five countries with the highest per 
capita’ income, West Germany, the 
United States, France, Canada and 
Australia, are experiencing declines, 
while the two countries with the lowest 
per capita income, India and Zaire, have 
shown a steady growth since 1970 in the 
number of seminarians. 


A Call to a Life of Love 


Carmelite Sisters of the 


Divine Heart of Jesus 


Young ladies are encouraged to write for 
information or to visit at any time for any length of 
stay. Our apostolate consists of: Homes for the 
Aged and Day Care Centers for preschool 
children of the working classes. 


We live a community life with a Religious Superior 
in each home and convent, and pray the complete 
Psalter daily. We sing at Holy Mass and also during 


our evening prayer on feast days and Sundays. 

We are Carmelite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus, a 
papal congregation affiliated with the First Order of 
Carmel. As women religious we are resolved to serve 
God, the Church, and our neighbor by means of the 
Apostolate of Prayer and Atonement, and of active 
Charity. Since its very origin, our congregation has been 
formed by the Spirit of Carmel, of St. Teresa of Avila, 
and of our Foundress. The Charism of Carmel consists 
foremost in the Marian Character of all those who 
profess allegiance to Carmel. Carmel is Mary’s Order 
and we venerate her as our Mother and Queen. 


“Day and night you shall meditate 
upon the law of the Lord and watch in prayer.” 


Write to: 


CARMELITE SISTERS, DCJ 
8585 La Mesa Bivd., La Mesa, Calif. 92041 . 
Phone (619) 466-3116 
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By Susan Nowak 


Sharing the experience of Religious life is easier said 
than done, several local Religious have found. 


“It’s difficult for us to keep the interest of the young 
ladies here because we have so little to show them,”’ said 
Sister Paula Marie Will, coordinator of the convent for 
the Sisters of the Precious Blood at San Luis Rey. 


THE PRECIOUS Blood Sisters’ motherhouse is in 
Dayton, Ohio, so it is not possible for the Sisters to easily 
show women their formation house. The Sisters’ 
apostolates are scattered throughout the county, so there 
is no centralized place of work for the young women to 
observe. 


Sister Paula Marie thinks women interested in her 
community would gain the most from visiting her order’s 
motherhouse, but few are able to do so because most 
aspirants have jobs and therefore do not have the freedom 
to travel so far. 


Having a motherhouse in Adrian, Michigan 
‘‘definitely’’ presents problems in sharing the order with 
young women from Southern California, Sister Celestine 
Dunne said. She is an adult educator at St. John of the 
Cross parish in Lemon Grove. 


ONE ATTEMPT the order has made to compensate 
for the distance problem is a day-long forum held in San 
Francisco. The date and agenda for the next presentation 
has not been set, she said, but it will probably include 
talks on prayer and the order’s works, qualifications and 
entrance procedures. © 


The order will provide transportation to the San 
Francisco event, Sister Celestine said. If enough San 
Diego-area women are interested, the Adrian Dominicans 
would send a representative here to make a presentation 
similar to the one planned in San Francisco. 


Any woman who inquires into the Dominicans of 
Adrian will be given enough information to satisfy them, 
the Sister added. ‘‘We would take care of them in some 
way and make sure they are satisfied,’’ Sister Celestine 
said. 


“To Build Up the Body of Christ” 


The Serra Club of San Diego is a part of Serra International, a 
Catholic laymen’s organization of 500 clubs, with 15,000 
members in 31 countries. Serran vocation work encompasses 
three general areas: presenting the challenge to consider 
priesthood or religious life, giving support to students enrolled 
in seminaries and showing appreciation to’ those generous men 
and women now serving God and His people in the ministerial 
priesthood and religious life. 


Our response ... ‘‘to the Lord’s Call’’ 

God calls each of us into church ministry in a variety of unique 
ways — some as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers — and 
others have the responsibility to influence and support someone 
else in the direction of a religious vocation. The next 
generation of priests and religious is in our families and parish 
communities. Let us call them to ‘‘build up the Body of Christ 
and let us pray they hear the call.’ 


Padre Junipero Serra, O.F.M. 
(1713-1784) 


your parish priest! 


For information contact: 
Fr. Peter Escalante 
Sr. Bonnie Pelloux 
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SERRA cae 


IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED 
IN THE PRIESTHOOD OR RELIGIOUS LIFE...please call 


DIOCESAN 
VOCATIONS OFFICE 


IT USED to be more difficult for Sisters Servants of 
the Blessed Sacrament to share their order with young 
women, because their motherhouse and novitiate were in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. However, recently the order 
established a second novitiate in Los Angeles, Sister 
Maria Paz Uribe said. 


When the Sisters Servants of the Blessed Sacrament 
meet someone interested in their order, they tell. the 
woman about the mission of the community and entrance 
requirements, Sister Maria Paz said. 


They invite the woman to join them for prayer once a 
week and. ask them to visit the formation house in Los 
Angeles. 


Nurturing women’s vocations not easy in San Diego area 


SISTER MARIA Paz, principal of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School in San Ysidro, thinks her order has 
an advantage in working with possible vocations from San 
Diego since the community’s formation house is relatively 
near. 


‘I exhort you to be faithful to the vocation which you 
yourselves have received in the sacrament of marriage. In 
your family greatly foster. prayer. You yourselves have 


need of the light of God to discern His will and to respond 


to it generously.’ — Pope John Paul II during the 21st 
World day of Prayer for Vocations. 


Support group helps answer big vocation question 


I learned of support groups after attending a retreat 
sponsored by the diocesan Office of Vocations. I have 
been participating in support groups since then and have 
found them to be an invaluable opportunity to explore 
and discern the important question...Am I called to 
Religious life? 

There were many other questions I hoped to find 
answers for, such as: If I am called to Religious life, what 
order would I find most compatible? What is unique 
about each order? What talents and abilities do I have to 
offer? What do the thoughts and feelings I have about 
Religious life really mean? Are there other women my age 
with similar backgrounds and life styles with the same 
questions and feelings? 


THE ANSWERS have not come quickly or in the 


‘‘Therefore, I invite all of you to pray, to pray a lot, to 
pray continually to this end that touches in such a vital 


manner the interest of the kingdom of God.’’ — Pope 
John Paul II at the 21st World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations. 


SAN DIEGO 


293-7867 


manner I preconceived, but I have had the blessing of 
time to meet many special women of God. Meeting the 
Sisters of the Precious Blood at Mission San Luis Rey, 
Sister Helen Louise of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet, the Sisters of Mercy from Tuam, Sligo and 
Burlingame, the Benedictine Sisters, the Sacred Heart 
Sisters and many more has been a joyous surprise. 


After each support group meeting, questions that 
frequently come to mind are, would I have the motivation 
or take the initiative to pursue meeting these Sisters or 
make the effort to learn about their individual order on 
my own? Would it be possible to resolve these questions 
without the benefit of support groups? 


This was written by a support group member who asked to 
remain anonymous. 


ST. JOHN OF GOD: A MAN WHO KNEW LOVE 


Converted from the quiet life of a shepard and 
plundering soldier. Struck by the words of a 
holy preacher, people thought him a mad man 
because of his desire to repent for the sins of 
his past. Renewed and restored by his 
contemplation of the passion of Christ, he 
learned to love and began to embrace the sick, 
the lonely, the outcast, the sinner and the 
abandoned 

He opened a small hospital where he restored 
all to the health of human dignity as adopted 
sons and daughters of God always instructing 
them to return good for the evil done to them 
“Remember our Lord, Jesus Christ and his 
blessed ‘passion, and how he returned good for 
the evil they did to him. So you have todo” 


THE HOSPITALLER LIFE: =~ 
W& Seeks a mutual love and understanding with 
Rag those who suffer. We promise to God our 
Father with a special vow, that we will follow 
his son as he spends himself on suffering 
humanity in order to restore human dignity 
Particularly to the sick, the aged, and the 
handicapped, mentally and physically. The 
hospitaller life 's a life of brotherhood, the 
orother of St. John of God through prayer 
learns that God abides in him and he in God 


BECOMING A BROTHER OF ST. JOHN OF GOD 


“for the hardest tasks. are given the 
favorite son 


*for further information write 
Brother Vocation Promoter 
Hospitaller Brothers of 

St. John of God 
2495 So. Western Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90018 


Are you being 
called by God 


to follow Him 


through St. Francis 
and 


St. Clare? 


Sisters of St. Clare 
St. Clare’s Convent 


Encinitas 
753-5800 


Contact: 


Woman answers call 
‘In marriage vocation 


By Joan Kuglen 


This October 10 my husband and I will celebrate 31 
years of marriage. There have been happy, sad, rich and 
poor years. There are children and grandchildren, small 
problems and big problems. Sustaining us and helping us 
to grow in our commitment to one another and to our 
Lord is the solid knowledge that we are following our 
vocation in the sacrament of marriage. 


The words vocation and marriage are not truly wedded 
in Church language. Vocation too often is taken only in 
the light of a calling to a ‘‘religious’’ life. Becoming a 
Sister or a priest calls for a special grace from God. Such'a 
vocation is a means of spiritual growth for the person 
called. 


BUT THE vocation to spiritual growth takes different 
forms for different people. By our baptism we are all 
called to be “‘priest, prophet and king’’. Vocation is just a, 
matter of fulfilling the role given to us through our 
baptism. 

When I realized the love my husband and I had for 
each other and the commitment that we were both willing 
to make, it was a powerful religious experience for me. It 
was a personal affirmation of my call from the Lord to 
come follow Him in this way. , 


When we received the sacrament on October 10, 1953, 
He was saying to us “‘I will give you the grace that will 
sustain and nourish you in all of the situations you will 
face in the years ahead’’. He has never gone back on His 
word. 


WE HAVE sought that grace time and time again and 
are still reaching for it and growing from its nourishment. 


Spirituality is growing in relationship with the Lord 
and. marriage provides that opportunity again and again. 
Loving in marriage is an experience that .teaches us not 
only how to love God, but also is a reflection of how God 
loves us. 


Married spirituality is a spirituality that is so in touch 
with reality that it demands that you be authentic, 
completely human and in touch with the deepest part of 
yourself. In that deepest part of yourself, you find the 
light and the power to live your life of love. 


A LIFE of married love becomes fully authentic when 
it is shared-with the community. When the commitment is 
made at the marriage ceremony, the community is 
present to. give witness, support and their faithfulness to 


DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL 


MEDIA GIFT — Serra Club President Woodrow Steichen presented an audio-visual series on St. Teresa of Avila 
to Sister Patricia Crother, CSJ, director of the diocesan media center. The Serra Club donated the series, titled, 


Pathways: Journeys in Growth, St. Teresa of Avila. 


you just as you promise faithfulness and support to one 
another. 


Community members become your lifeline and they 
need your witness of love just as you need their witness. 
Shortly after we moved to California, we became part of 
the Christian. Family Movement. Friends we made 27 
years ago, we still have today. 


Together we studied, prayed and planned how to make 
a Christian impact on our community. We included the 
children in our activities and they felt very much a part of 
a Christian community. Our homes were little churches 
and we were living our vocation as ‘priest, prophet and 
king.”’ 

I WISH the young couples in the Church today had the 
same blessing as we had then. I sense a feeling of isolation 
in young families today. The Church and the community 
seems to be insensitive to their ,commitment of 
faithfulness to help these young families grow in grace and 
love. 


In the United States, the Daughters of St. Paul now perform their unique communications apostolate in 15 states at 22 


locations. 


The Daughters of St. 


We have been extremely grateful to God for the 
subsequent Christian communities that we have become a 
part of. It is through them and with them that God has 
become Someone who daily touches our lives. 


Our Christian friends are God’s gift to us, leading us 
deeper into our vocation. Through their love and their 
commitment to share our pain and joy they have made 
our marriage and our lives a true celebration. 


“In constant and universal prayer, centered 
particularly on the Eucharist, fount of the 
ministerial priesthood and of all vocations, are laid 
the hopes of the Church and humanity. Christ has 


pledged His word and will not deny us that which 
He Himself has commanded us to request.’? — 
Pope John Paul II, from his message for World 
Vocations Day, 1984, 


Serving the Church with the Media of Communication 


Paul are an_ international 


congregation of consecrated Religious who blend a 
profound spirituality with a most powerful apostolic 
work. Through their mission these Sisters communicate 
the Word of God to people of every walk of life, of every 
creed and color. They use the most rapid means of 
communication — press, radio, TV, films — to reach the 
minds of millions today with the Truth that saves. 


At the novitiate located in Jamaica Plain, Boston, Ma., the Sisters actually carry out the editorial, technical and diffusion 
stages of their mission. Wherever they are established, the Daughters of St. Paul own and operate St. Paul Catholic Book 
and Film Centers to serve the religious needs of all God’s people. Also included in this contemporary mission is direct 
evangelization by visits of the Sisters to homes, offices and factories. 


The Daughters of St. Paul accept young women from 
the ages of 14 to 26. Those of high school age complete 
their education at the Daughters of ST. PAUL HIGH 
SCHOOL, a private school in the Archdiocesan school 
system. 


The Daughters of St. Paul also conduct the ST. PAUL 
HOUSE OF STUDIES for their Sisters and for 
candidates who have graduated from high school. St. 
Paul House of Studies is a PONTIFICAL CATE- 
CHETICAL INSTITUTE with a four-year college 
program which prepares the students to exercise more 
effectively the apostolate of evangelization with the 
media. 


Cl ee 


Dear Sisters: ¥ 
Please send me more information about the 
spirituality and dynamic apostolate of the Daughters of 
St. Paul. 
Please send me information about the monthly 
retreats. 5 
Name Age 
Address 
City State Zip 4 
Phone Grade-Occupation i 
i 0g aA lai a Mea ya SSS ST a 
Retreats are held every month at the convent of the Daughters of St. Paul for young 
women ages 14 to 26. Those interested in more information about the retreats and/or the 
& 


contemplative active life of the Daughters of St. Paul may write or visit: 


DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL’ NOVITIATE HOUSE 

1570 Fifth Ave., San Diego, CA 92101 50 St. Paul’s Ave., 

(714) 232-1442 Jamaica Plain, Boston, MA 02130 
(617) 522-8911 or (617) 522-0875 


October 4, 1984, Southern Cross — 27 


But they will not believe in Him unless they have heard of Him, 
And they will not hear of Him unless they get a preacher, 


And they will never hear a preacher unless one 1s sent. 


Fostering Vocations and Ministries 
in the Church for Men & Women 


CHURCH 
MINISTRIES 


Throughout history men and women have 
answered their baptismal call to Gospel 
living in various ways. There have always 
been those who felt called to devote their 
entire talents and energies to making the 
message of the Lord’s Good News come 
alive in a special way, through full time 
ministry to the people of God. 


SISTER 


The Sister is called to be a woman of prayer 
and commits herself, in some way, to 
respond to the variety of needs within the 
Church while living a vowed life. She 
commits herself to God and His People 
within a particular community, and through 
vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience. 
Though there are 701 different congregations 
of women Religious in the United States, 
there are commonalities in their life-style 
and, even more so, in their process of 
affiliation. Initial formation includes at least 
one year of novitiate, usually two; the.taking 
of temporary vows or promises; and the final 
public commitment to the vowed life of the 
community. 


MEMBER OF A 
SECULAR INSTITUTE 


A secular institute member is a lay man or 
woman who dedicates his or her life to giving 
Christian witness. He/she makes private 
vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience, 
chooses any job he/she likes, and does not 
live in community. There is a period of 
acceptance and preparation before final 
vows are professed. 


DIOCESAN 
PRIEST 


The diocesan priest is called to be a leader of 
the Christian community as a minister of 
Word and Sacrament. He commits himself to 
a life of prayer and service to God’s people 
within a particular diocese. Together with 
other diocesan priests and his bishop, he 
helps to meet the many different needs of 
people. A diocesan priest is primarily a 
parish priest, but can serve, also, as a 
campus minister, a teacher, a social worker, 
a hospital, jail, or military chaplain, or 
wherever a need arises. He does not profess 
“vows” as do Religious priests, but makes 
promises of celibacy and obedience. His 
education usually consists of four years of 
college and four years of theology. 


BROTHER 


A Brother is a man who desires to dedicate 
himself to growing in love with the Lord 
through prayer, the vows and ministry to the 
People of God. This love of God is often 
expressed in terms of service — a Brother's 
way of showing concern for the needs of 
others, and demonstrating his desire for a 
better life in God for himself and others. A 
Brother lives a life of community, 
commitment and service. His vows of 
poverty, celibacy and obedience free him to 
do this. His education and training is done in 
terms of the preparation needed for the 
ministry he will be doing. 


RELIGIOUS 
PRIEST 


Like the diocesan priest, the Religious priest 
is called to be a leader of Word and 
Sacrament in the Christian community, and 
attempts to meet special needs within the 
Church. The Religious priest does this by 
committing himself to living, praying, and 
working in a religious community, and 
through vows of poverty, celibacy, and 
obedience. Preparation usually includes four 
years of college, a novitiate year, and four 
years in a program of theology. 


DEACON 


A man 32-65 years of age, married or single, 
who desires to serve the Church in.ministry 
of the liturgy, Word, and service can become 
a deacon. The man must spend at least four 
years in a program of spiritual, pastoral, and 
theological formation. Training in 
specialized ministries: hospital or nursing 
home visitation,. marriage preparation, 
tribunal work, counseling, religious 
education, and many others can be provided. 


LAY PASTORAL 
MINISTER 


A lay pastoral minister is a lay man or woman 
who participates actively in the mission of 
the Church through discipleship, service, 
and empowerment. Participants are 
commissioned to serve within the diocese 
for any one of many ministries. 


Prayer to Know Your Vocation 


Father, you are the creator of all that | am and of all that | am called 
to be. With the talents and opportunities | have, how may | serve you 
best? Please guide my mind and heart, open me to the needs of my 
country and of the world, and help me to choose wisely and 
practically for your honor and glory and for the good of all those 
whose lives | touch. AMEN. 


* 
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